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is a most honest fellow. I would like the
Minister for Agriculture to send out one
of his feld officers to inspect this farm
and to establish why a man on one side
of the fence can, over a period of five
years, get a percentage in the high 90s,
and in two instances over 100 per cent.,
while a farmer on the other side, with
similar soil, pasture, and rainfall, can get
only 60 to 70 per cent.

The Hon. 8. T. J. Thompson: These were
Merino sheep?

The Hon, T. O. PERRY: Yes. If an
officer were sent to that property to in-
vestigate the position the information re-
ceived could be of advantage not only to
the department but to farmers generally.

The Hon. W. F, Willesee: Why worry
about it if the farmer with 60 to 70 per
cent. is quite happy?

The Hon, T. O. PERRY: It puzzles me
why a man with similar husbandry, pas-
ture, and type of country should get such
wonderful results. I cannot understand
Whytthere should be this tremendous dis-
parity.

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: If they are
happy why do you want to buy into it?

The Hon. T. O, PERRY: In Western
Australia we have a tremendous infertility
problem amongst sheep. If the sheep were
running on different types of pasture this
could possibly account for the position; but
here they are running on the same variety
of clover, the properties have the same
rainfall with the same top dressing, and
yvet we have this tremendous discrepancy
in percentagey.

The Hon, W, F. Willesee: I still think it
gets back to the taxation angle.

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: One can put it
over the taxation officials for a little while
but one cannot do this indefinitely. Does
Mr, Willesee suggest they are selling lambs
oh the black market?

The Hon. W. F. Willesee: Is it not better
to make a little profit and be satisfied than
{0 make a high profit and pay tax?

The Hon. T. O. PERRY: I will clarify
the position for the honourable member.
We have g man with similar pasture and
a similar stocking rate getting low percen-
tages as compared with the man to whom
I have referred who happens to be in the
same area and whose figures are outstand-
ing. The matter is difficult to explain,
but if departmental officers were sent down
to investigate I am sure it would be a great
help.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. F. J. §. Wise.

House adjourned at 3.9 pm.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m, and read prayers.

SUPFLY BILL
Assent

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Bill,

QUESTIONS (28)}: ON NOTICE
1. FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY
Acting Manager

Mr, TONEIN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1} Although the Acting Manager,
Fremantle Port Authority, went to
Melbourne in June ostensibly to
have discussions with the Chief
Engineer, Melbourne Harbour
Trust, onn roll on/roll off facilities,
was it known to the commissioners
at the time that the acting man-
ager had made arrangements to
be interviewed in Melbourne con-
cerning a position which he was
able to seeure?

(2) Following the questions concern-
ing turmoil in the Fremantle Port
Authority and his denial did the
acting manager ask for and re-
ceive reports from certain em-
ployees which more or less con-
firmed that considerable unrest
existed?

(3) Will he call for these reports and
reconsider the answer he gave to
question 20(1) on Thursday, the
7th August last?

(4) Will he make the reports avail-
able for perusal?

. ROSS BUTCHINSON replied:

(1) No. Any arrangement made was
subsequent to the general mana-
ger's request that the acting
manager visit Melbourne on behalf
of the authority.

(2} The acting manager asked for in-
formation from certain employees
to discover what dissatisfaction
existed. The information given
did not disclose turmoil in man-
agement but indicated that there
was a certain amount of discontent
chiefly regarding lack of com-
munication within the organis-
ation. The commissioners have
already taken action to remedy
this cause of complaint.

(3) and (4) I have noted the informa-
tion supplied by certain employees
whish I regard as confidential.
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EDUCATION

Medical, Dental, and Optical
Graduates

BRADY asked the Premier:

What number of students at the

University of Western Australia

qualified in the following profes-

sions over each of the past five

years—

(a) medical;

(h) denftal;

{¢) optical?

Is the University providing tuition

in optometry at present; if not,

where must students qualify?

DAVID BRAND replied:

(a) Degrees conferred by the
University of Western Aus-
tralin—

1965—38.
1966—38,
1987—35.
1968—36.
1969--44.

(b) Degrees conferred by the
University of Western Aus-
tralia---

1965—9.
1966—9.
1967—13.
1968—"%,
1969—22.

(¢) Number of students who quali-
fied in optometry—

1965—1.
1966—0.
1967—1.
183682,
1969—0.

The University does not provide a
course in optometry. For a num-
her of years students wishing to
qualify undertock part of the
Bachelor of Science course at the
University and tuition in other
subjects under arrangements made
by the Optometrists Registration
Board, using University facilities
in some cases. These arrange-
ments have been discontinued
except for two students currently
enrolled who are endeavouring to
complete the course under this
scheme.

A student now wishing to qualify
in optometry may undertake first
year as a science student at the
University of Western Australia,
but must complete the course at
the Victorian College of Optom-
etry which is affiliated with the
University of Melbourne, or at the
University of New South Wales or
the Queensland Institute of Tech-
nology. It is understood that the

Optometrists Registration Board
is at present reviewing the situ-
ation with the object of obtaining
the full course in this State.

3. WOOL EXPORTERS ROYAL

COMMISSION
Government Action

Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Premier:

Sir

Mr.

for
(1}

2)

(9]

(4}

Mr.

(1)
(2)

L&)

What action, if any, and when,
does the Government propose to
take relevant to Wool Exporters
Ltd. and/or the Royal Commis-
sioner's report relating to Wool
Exporters Ltd.?

DAVID BRAND replied:

Consideration is heing given o the
recommendations of the Royal
Commissioner. Action will be
taken during the present sitting to
introduce legislation to deal with
persons who allow companles to
trade recklessly. Further research
is being undertaken into the
legislation proposed to deal with
private selling of wool by the
“back buying” method.

TRANSPORT
Backloading Concessions

H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
Transport:

Are any special concessions for
backloading from the metropoli-
tan area available to carriers of
the Margaret River area?

If so, what is the nature and
extent of these concessions?

In the event of concessions be-
ing available to the abovemen-
ticned area, can similar conces-
sions be made available to the
North Walpale-Tingledale area
which has similar geographic and
transport prohlems?

If not, why not?

QO’'CONNOR replied:
Yes.

Carriers who have conveyed live-
stock to the metropolitan area are
granted permits on application to
backload direct to producers’ pro-
perties fencing and building
materials, farm machinery, stock
food and materials and equipment
for water conservation and retic-
ulation.

The concession was granted on the
understanding that the circum-
stances applicable to Margaret
River were not duplicated else-
where and would not therefore lead
to similar requests from other
areas. As it now appears that
pressure from other areas will
eventuate and could ultimately
adversely affect normal services
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as weil as tending to centralise
business in the city to the detri-
ment of local traders, it may be
advisable to review the present
concession rather than to extend
it to other districts.

Answered by (3).

EDUCATION
Federal Budget
RUSHTON asked the Minister for

Education:

Cigarette Smoking:
Mr,

What benefits to education in
Western Australia will result from
the Federal Budget?

. LEWIS replied:

The only information so far avail-
able to the department is that
which has appeared in The Wesi
Australian on the 13th August on
the Federal budget generally and
in The West Australian on the
22nd August regarding the State’s
allocation for TUniversities and
Colleges of Advanced Education.
1;Brieﬂy the benefits accruing relate
O

(a) Extension of facilities at the
Western Australlan Institute
of Technology,

(b) The planning for a new uni-
versity and general extenslons.

(e¢) The granting of funds for the
development of teacher educa-
tion in association with col-
leges of advanced education.

(d) The continuation of capital
grants for teachers' college
buildings.

(e} The continuation of grants for
the extension of science facili-
ties and libraries both at
Government and non-Govern-
ment secondary schools.

(f) The continuation of grants for
technical eduction.

(g) The introduction of per capita
grants to students in non-
Government schools to defray
tuition costs.

HEALTH
Policy
FLETCHER asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Health;

1)

2)

Is he aware (see The West Aus-
tralian, the 18th July, 1969) that
experts predict a lung cancer
epidemic from smoking which will
be unmanageable within 20 years?

Is he aware that the Health Edu-
cation Council believes that types
of cigarettes should carry a duty
proportionate to tar content of
individual brands?

(3)

4)

1)

(2)

(3)

4)
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What policy was agreed to, apart

from the health hazard warning

on packets, at the recent Health

Ministers’ conference—

(a) to counter the frighiening
situation mentioned in (1);

(b) to impose a high duty penalty
associated with (2)?

Can he inform the House whether

cr hot the conference mentiohed

was motivated in the majority by

a reluctance ¢o ban advertising

for reasons including—

(a) loss of revenue to the various
Governments;

(h)Y a desire not to financially
offend tobacco companies or
advertising media?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

Yes; T am aware that this has
been said.

Yes; I am aware that this has
heen suggested. ‘

Discussions at the annual confer-
ences of Health Ministers have
usually been regarded as confi-
dential until such time as the re-
spective Governments have agreed
to the decisions reached, or unless
these decisions or other statements
are released with the authority of
the conference itself.

As has already been announced,
apart from the warning on cigar-
ette packets, health education
programmes to deter young people
from smoking atre to be intensi-
fied and the matter of advertising
is being further investigated.

I would helieve that the confer-
ence mentioned was motivated by
a genuine desire fo promote and
protect health,

HOUSING
Sales of Rental Homes

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Ho
(1)

using:

Between January, 1966 and July,
1869, what was the average weekly
increase in the values adopted by
Fhe State Housing Commission
or—

(a) land, and
(h) dwellings,
when sales of rental homes were
under consideration in the follow-
ing localities—-
(1) Willagee,
(ii) Hilton Park,
(iil) Midvale,
(iv} Koonzamia,
{v) North Midland,
(vi} Tuart Hill,
(vii) Nollamara,
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(viii) Yokine,
(ix) Balga,

(x) Belmont,
(xi) Morley,
(xzii) Doubleview,
(xiii) Cloverdale?

(2) Were the increases in valuations
the same for each of the years,
1966, 1967, 1968, and 1969?

If “No”, will he give the increases
for each year separately?

O’NEIL replied:

to (3) The information requested
is not available,

Regular values of rental properties
are not adopted or made. At the
request of a tenant who wishes to
purchase, an independent valua-
tion of house and land is obtained.
Provided the tenant completes the
purchase within six months no
further valuation is obtained.

Any comparison of values would
be unreliable as properties would
vary in position and condition.
Only occasionally would a pro-
perty be valued more than once
and valuations would be more
than six months apart.

(3)

Mr.
(1)

WORKERS’' COMPENSATION
Claims

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1) What number of workers’ com-
pensation claims are—
(a) being withheld (as not ad-
mitted? as at the 30th July,
1969;
(k) overdue for payment in ex-
cess of two weeks pay period?

What number of claims were re-
fused In the year ended the 30th
June, 1969?

What is the reason for delays in
payment of workers’ compensation
referred to in (1) (H)?

. O’NEIL replied:

to (3) This information is not
available.

2)

&)

1)

ROADS
Kwinana Freeway: Exlension

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for

Works:

(1> In connection with the proposed
extension of the Kwinang Free-
way south of Canning Highway
has any indication been given to
local authorities that the Metro-
politan Region Scheme will be
amended next session?

10.

11,

12.

(2) Has a scale model of the proposed
extension been prepared by the
Main Roads Department?

If so, is the model available for
inspection by interested persons?
ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
Much planning has to be carried
out and discussions had with local
authorities and other interested
groups before the stage is reached
for a formal amendment to the
. Metropolitan Region Scheme,

{2) No.

(3) Answered by (2),

(&)

Mr.
(1

RAILWAYS
Standard Gauge Goods Yards
Mr. MAY asked the Minister for

Railways:

Is it the policy of the Western
Australian Government Railways
to provide and finance adequate
access to new standard gauge
goods yards and other facilities
associated with the normal func-
tioning of railway operations?

. O'CONNOR replied:

The Railways Commission arranges
with the authority responsible for
roads in the vicinity for access to
e provided to railway facilities,
Responsibility for this expenditure
is dependent on the circumstances
in each case.

RAILWAYS
Midleand Railway Company’s Site
Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Are negotiations continuing re
leasing of the Midland Railway
Compahy’s old site opposite the
Town Hall, Midland?
When is it expected negotiations
will be completed?
Is an additional acreage of land
to be made available to enable the
negotiations to be successiul?
O'CONNOR replied;
Tenders have heen invited for
development of an area of approx-
imately 5% acres. The ciosing date
was recently extended by one
month to the 30th September,
1969.
Answered by (1).
No additional acreage is
posed.

(2
(3)

Mr.
(1)

(2)

) pro-

HEALTH
Analgesic Drugs
Mr. BERTRAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) By reason of the editorial re-
cently appearing in the Australian
Journal of Pharmacy which advo-
cates tighter controls on the sales



13,

14.

2)
(3}

Mr.

(1)

Mr.
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of analgesic drugs including
aspirin and phenacetin because of
their adverse effect upon the kid-
ney and the fact that it is said
that they are being shown no
more respect than chewing gum,
will he ban the sale of such drues
in milk bars, super markets, and
the like and/or take any other
action?

If “Yes”, when and what?

If “No”', why?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

to (3) In accordance with recom-
mendations from the National
Health and Medical Research
Council, and the State Poisons
Advisory Committee, a regulation
is being framed which will re-
quire a warning label on the pre-
parations mentioned.

VETERINARIANS
Price of Services
BERTRAM asked the Minister for

Agriculture:

m

2)

(&)

1)

)

(3)

Mr.

What body fixes the price of ser-
vices rendered and medicines
supplied to the public by veterin-
ary surgeons?

What formulae or criterla are
applied to determine the prices
referred to and how often are the
prices reviewed?

What are the present prices fixed
for veterinary services?

. NALDER, replied:

A scale of recommended fees is
drawn up by the Western Aus-
tralian division of the Australian
Veterinary Assoclation for use by
its membhers. Prices for medicines
are those recommended as the re-
tail price by the pharmaceutical
profession.

The professional fee is based on
the type of case, the skill required,
and the time taken to complete the
case,

Fees are subject to major review
at Irregular intetrvals of approx-
imately 12 to 18 months.

There are no fixed prices for vet-
erinary services, only suggested
fees and these, in general, are con-
fidential to members of the Aus-
tralian Veterinary Association.
The basic consultation fee varies
from $2 to $4.50 depending on the
species of animal involved and the
nature of the examination.

HEALTH
Lead Foil Containers
BERTRAM asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Health:

In view of the huge quantity of
tablets (some of which are in
containers marked “Caution S2')

15,

16.

17.

Mr.
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being distributed in lead foil
which bears no distinguishing
mark or name thereon, will he
take action to ensure that the
public can readily distinguish and
identify tablets by markings on
the lead foil when they are out
of the container provided by the
supplier?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:

This matter is at present being
examined by the appropriate sub-
committee of the National Health
and Medjcal Research Council.
Action will be taken in the light
of recommendations from the
council, as soon as they are re-
ceived.

WATER SUPPLIES
Dam. Avon Valley
BATEMAN asked the Minister

for Water Supplies:

(1)

(&)

Mr.

(L

Mr.

will he advise if & dam could be
built along the Avon Valley to
cater for water supplies north of
the city?

Has any research been done with
respect to siting a dam in the
Avon Valley area?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
and (2) The salinity of the Avon
is sitch that the water could not be
used without treatment and it is
considered that the use of such
water could not be an economic
proposition for a long time and
possibly never.

ROADS
Wanneroo Road Level
GRAHAM asked the Minister

for Works:

Mr.

Has the Main Roads Depsrtment
any responsibility for the road
level in Wanneroo Rosad, Balza,
which has resulted in many houses
on the eastern side being con-
siderable depths below road level,
& state of affairs which could have
been avoided by constructing the
earth works on a split level to pro-
vide a dual carringe way?

ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
No. The design and upgrading of
Wanneroo Road in the Balga area
is being carried out by the Perth
Shire Council.
POULTRY FARMING
Growers

BATEMAN sasked the Minister

for Agriculture:

(1)

How many poultry growers have
gone out of business in the metro-
poéié;an area in the years since
18667
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(2) What has been the main cause of
the growers ceasing or becoming
bankrupt?

NALDER replied:

Although it is known that over 70
producers have left the industry,
figures from the Commonwesalth
Bureau of Census and Statistics
show that the number of commer-
cial producers in the metropolitan
area has increased from 254 fo
260 in the three year period from
1966 to 1989.

The precise reason for these pro-
ducers leaving the industry is not
known; however, it is known that
in several instances the extension
of urbanisation caused some grow-
ers to sell out.

JERRAMUNGUP CHURCH
Lands Department Employees

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Were any representations made to
himm or his department by the
Gnoewangerup Shire Council, any-
one connected therewith or any-
one else, regarding the activities
of an employee of that department
or the War Service Land Settle-
ment Board, concerning the Jerra-
mungup church proposal?

If s0, from whom?

‘What were the terms of the rep-
resentations?

‘What was the nature of the reply
given?
. BOVELL replied:

to (3} The Gnowangerup Shire
Council expressed an opinion that
the participation of a depart-
mental employee in a local eon-
troversy was unseemly.

The council was advised that as
the employee was acting in his
capacity as a private citizen, no
departmental action was proposed.

JERRAMUNGUP CHURCH
Lands Department Employees

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Were any representations made to
him or his department from any
source suggesting action should
be taken top transfer a field super-
visor of the War Service Land
Settlement Board, or a land in-
spector of the Department of
Lands and Surveys on account of
his activities in connection with
the Jerramungup church bpro-
posal?

(2) If so, who made the approach?

(3) Whal were its terms?
(4) What reply was given, or action
taken?

Mr.
(1)

2)

(2)
(3)
4)

(1)

(4)

20.

21.

(5) Did he or his department confer
with, or refer the matter to the
Minister for Lands or the Depart-
ment of Lands and Surveys?

1f so, will he give details?
NALDER replied:

No.

to (6) Answered by (1),
Considerable concern was expres-
sed by the Jerramungup residents
that a departmental officer who
was not a ratepayer should be the
one mainly responsible for the dis-
sension against the wishes of the
majority of the ratepayers of the
area.

TRANSPORT

Efficiency Experis
McPHARLIN asked the Minister
Railways:
Has a group of efficiency experts
been used in an effort to improve
the financial position of the—
(a) Metrapolitan Transport Trust;
(b} Railways Commission;
(¢) Coastal Shipping Commis-

sion?
If so, have any recommendations
been made?
Have these recommendations been
carried out?
If not, is it intended that they
will he earried out?
If recommendations have been
made and adopted, have there
been indications of improvements
in the depariments concerned?
. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) M.T.T. have had a firm of
management consultants ad-
vising them on the use of elec-
tronic data processing.
Railways have had a firm of
management consultants ad-
vising in respect of evaluation
of capital expenditure.
Coastal Shipping Commission
engaged a firm of manage-
ment consultants to further
streamline the organisational
structure and operating prac-
tices within the service.
Yes.

to (5} The recommendations are
in the process of being implement-
ed and it is considered they will
bring about improvements in the
departments concerned.

EDUCATION
Seripture Insiruction
Mr. W. A. MANNING asked the
Minister for Education:
(1) Is it proposed to make changes
in the present system for seripture
instruction at schools?

(6)
Mr.
(1)
(2)

Mr.
for

(D

2
(3)
(4}
(5}

(h)

©

2>
3
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(b} what are the new provisions? Mr. CRAIG replied:
(3) Why are they deemed desirable? The T.AB.’s financial vear ends
Mr. LEWIS replied: on the 31st July.
(1) Yes. (a) off-course betting. !
(2) () 1970ifint1§813(3;§ge§_ch00{$ and, \‘-'esti:rnf;\g]s,t{’alialn T\‘-'eslurn .\u.strali';m
e ment Suc- Turf Cla rotting Association
fﬁetlig:? in schools generally igﬁ?,- ?30223 s 49’301 t
. . 745,82 473,33
(b) () No changes at first year T 190,857 e
iﬁ\éﬁr'll:t g.ianvgls]ié.énlgessé;rsgz; 1969(to be paid) 1,008,334 732,356
formerly. The figures stated include amounts
{ii) In second and third year due to the respective country rac-
scripture will receive two ing and trotting clubs and the
periods Week]y instead of Fremantle Trotrtlng Club and in-
one as at present and will clude other income as well as in-
become an optional sub- come derived from off-course bet-
ject. ting.
(iii) The new second and third (b) On-course Betting.
year subject will have a The proportions of on-course book-
common syllabus which ts makers betting taxes retained for
ggms g;;ﬁfgi%t at pres.ertl;t thefyear ended the 31st July were
ee consist- as follows:—
ing of church and depart- i
mental representatives Western Australinn Western Australian
(iv) The new subject will lbe 'l'url‘s(}luh Trotting .;ssociatlon
taught by departmental 1965, o100 3002
teachers as part of their 1967 100,338 16971
noermal teaching respon- 1808, 127,335 43,521
sibilities. 1969, 151,805 A, 727
(v) Churches not wishing to
participate_ in the new 23. EDUCATION
ifgi;ne frwegl tﬂemgéﬁuﬁﬂé Teachers: Salary Increase
right of entry classes for Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister
visiting clergymen at for Education:
;;gsglr;d and third year (1) Has the salary incrcelase for teach-
- ers b i
(vi) It is proposed that for S“ eexl determined?
upper schoal pupils occa- (2) If “Yes”, what are the compara-
sional sesslons could be tive figures bhetween the old and
conducted in the form of new salary of each grade and
half day seminars, or range? .
Spemfl services, Sfﬂymt“’o (3) What is the estimated cost of the
gf;y %I;-%Bablyn%eo in fﬁg salary increase to the State Treas-
?
last week of term. ury: .
(3) The rapid expansion in secondary Mr. LEWIS replied:
education in recent years has (1) Yes.
made it difficult, both for the (2) A copy of the amended schedules
schools and the churches, to with the old rates in brackets is
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If so—
(a) when will it take effect;

organise religious education on the
former basis, The new scheme
has been advanced as an alter-
native.

(3)
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(a) off-course betting;
(b} on-course betting?

tabled herewith.
Approximately $3,000,000,

The schedules were tabled.

22. TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD
Payments

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Police:
What amounts of money bhave
been paid to the Western Aus-
tralian Turf Club and Western
Australian Trotting Association
for each of the last five years end-
ed the 30th June, 1989, from—

24, RAILWAYS
Purpose of Retaining Councillor Ritiler

Mr. BERTRAM asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1> In what capacity and for what
purpose is Councillor Paul Ritter
being retained by his department?

(2) In detail what are the ferms of
the retainer?
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Mr. O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) Councillor Ritter is not be-
ing retained by the Railways De-
partment.

EDUCATION
Sweeney Report

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Education:

(1), Referring’ to my question of the
13th June, 1969, regarding the

* Sweeney Report, can he advise—
{a) whether an announcement
has yet been made by the
Commonwealth Government
or when one is expected;
(b) what was the State Govern-
ment's decision on payment of
an interim increment?

(2) If no decision has yet been made
by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment will his department take the
matter up with the appropriate
authority?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) (a) There has been no annpunce-
ment and it is not known
when one will be made.

(b} I have asked the council to
submit to me suggested nhew
salary scales based on salaries
paid in similar institutions in
other States.

(2) A meeting is being arranged of
State and Commonwealth Min-
isters for the 15th September to
discuss the recommendations of
the Sweeney Report.

I can add to this information.

Since the answer was prepared the

counci! has submitted to me

salary scales which I have ap-
proved.

EDUCATION
Plans for Future

Mr. WILLIAMS asked the Minister

far Education:

(1> As a result of a meeting of State
Ministers of Education earlier this
year what inquiries are being
undertaken or planned for educa-
tion in Western Australia?

(2} Who will undertake these inguir-
ies and what will be their scope
and terms of reference?

Mr. LEWIS replied:

(1) An investigation is being carried
out by a departmental commiltee
into the needs of education up to
the completion of secondary
schooling, and for the education
of teachers.

(2) The committee comprises—
Chairman: Director-General of

Education,

Director of Speclal Services,

Superintendent of Research and
Planning,

Two representatives from each of
the—

W.A., State School Teachers'
Unpion, °

W.A. Federation of Parents and
Citizens’ Associations,

who will be called ih on a consul-
tative basis.

Terms of reference ate as follows:—

A Nation-wide Study of Educational
Needs; Terms of Reference

The Australian Education Coun-
cil has agreed to undertake a
nation-wide survey of educational
needs in accordance with the fol-
lowing programme.

Each State will set up a body (of
its own construction) to survey,
within its own boundaries, the
needs of that State in order to
provide efTective administration
of education, optimum preparation
and education of teachers and a
sufficiency of educational plant .
and equipment for the education
to a desirable standard of all
children up to the completion of
secondary schooling. On the basis
of planned needs to meet the fore-
going objectives, a properly struec-
tured five or ten year plan for
education should be envisaged
which will involve a consideration
of all facets involved in the educa-
tional process.

To provide a common framework
for the several State surveys, and
to make possible nation-wide
planning to meet the needs re-
vealed, the State survey bodies will
adopt the following terms of refer-
ence in respect of the three major
objectives stated above which
affect all levels of education up to
the completion of secondary
schooling :—

(i) to examine the needs of the
State in respect of—

" () the administrative strue-
ture, orgahization and
establishment required to
achieve informed, pro-
gressive and  efficient
administration, effective
two-way communication
and desirable human and
public relations.

(h) the planned siting and
acquisition of land for the
establishment of educa-
tional facilities, the de-
velopment of appropriate
building designs, the erec-
tion of new school build-
ings and the upgrading of
existing ones.
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(c) all equipment and sup-
plies considered desirable
and necessary for the pro-
vision of the best educa-
tion .for the child.

all teaching aids which,
by their use, would en-
hance the effectiveness of
the educational program-
me,

the recruitment and sup-
ply of teachers and pro-
fessional supporting staff,
having regard to salaries,
conditions, promotional
opportunities, allowances,
housing, workloads, and
general professional sta-
fus and requirements,

the pre-services and in-
service education of tea-
chers,

the recruitment and sup-
ply of ancillary stafi.

scholarships, allowances
and bursaries to individ-
ugls and other educational
organizations.

to draw up broad priorities in
which the fulfilment of these
needs should be ranked to
suit the purposes of the State
concerned.

(iii} to establish a tentative pro-
gramme with appropriate time
goals to meet the various
priorities.

(iv) to provide estimates of the
costs involved.

The States further agreed that
during the conduct of these sur-
veys, they would arrange for inter-
state consultation to ensure a
reasonable degree of conformity,
thouegh not necessarily uniformity,
in the standards of provision ap-
plied.

It is essential to recognise that
there should be no immediate
deadline, such as the 1970 Austra-
lian Education Council Meeting,
for the completion of such a task
as its chief value will lie in its
comprehensiveness. Any such
deadline could only result in a
superficial approach to the task.
While it may be readily accepted
that the survey details as outlined
in the terms of reference would
comprise the major part of any
report, no survey of needs could
be validly undertaken unless the
education of the child as an in-
dividual was the prime caonsider-
ation. Once such a determination,
concerning the educational pro-
gramme which should be applied to
ensure the best education for the
child, has been made, the needs as

@
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expressed in the terms of refer-
ence could then be comprehen-
sively considered.

When the State surveys are
completed, the Secretariat of the
Australian Education Council will
act in accordance with the follow-
ing terms of reference:—

(i) to collate the results of the
surveys by the States, In
terms of needs, costs, priorit-
ies and time goals;

to assess the total require-
ment for educational expend!-
ture in Australia;

to relate this requirement; to
national resources;

to present the above state-
ments for the consideration of
the Australian Eduecation
Council, with a view to action
being taken to formulate a
nation-wide plan for the ful-
filment of needs in accord-
ance with priorities determin-
ed by the States, and with a
view to seeking Common-
weaith co-operation and fin-
ancial assistance in putting
this plan into effect.

LAND
Newburn Zoning

$1))

(ii)
(i)

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister

for
(1)

(2}

1)

Industrial Development:

Has the Regional Director of Civil
Aviation or any other authority
been given an assurance by him
that the land area between the
airport and the railway establish-
ment at Forrestfield, generally re-
ferred to as Newburn district,
would not be changed from its
present zoning of rural?

Would he lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the correspond-
ence on this matter between his
depariment and that of the De-
partment of Civil Aviation?

. COURT replied:

and <2) It will be appreciated by
the honourable member that I
have no authority to give an
assurance, either now or when I
was Minister for Railways at the
time when the railway marshalling
yards location was under discus-
sion, that the area in question
would not be changed from its
present zoning,

However, there was a clear under-
standing that the rural zoning

would, for obvious reasons, be
retained.
There were even reservations

about limited industrial use which
would certainly not be undertaken
without very careful consultation
between the Town Planning De-
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partmeni, Department of Civil
Aviation, and Department of In-
dustrial Development.

To the best of my knhowledge there
is no direct correspondence be-
tween the Department of Indus-
trial Development and the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation, although
there was consultation between
D.C.A. and myself in my capacity
as Minister for Railways at the
time, and as Minister for Indus-
trial Development.

There has been correspondence
hetween the Town Planning De-
partment and D.C.A., and I under-
stand copies of these letters have
been made available to the Bel-
mont Shire Counecil.

RAILWAYS
Employees: Leave

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Railways:

Mr.

What is the total amount of—
(a) annual leave;

(b) long service leave,

due as at the 30th June, 1969, to
railway employvees who are cover-
ed by awards of the Railways
Classification Board?

O'CONNOR replied:

(a) Annual Leave—3,160 weeks.
(b) Long service leave—817 terms.

QUESTIONS {6): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION

Mr.

ACT
Amendment
DAVIES asked the Minister for

Labour:

Mr.

In view of the reported likelihood
of changes being made to the
Commonwealth Arbitration Act to
ease the burden of the penal pro-
visions on the trade unions, will
he advise whether the Govern-
ment will act similarly in regard
to gne State Industrial Arbitration
Act?

O'NEIL replied:
I thank the honourable member
for having given me some notice
of his intention to ask this ques-
tion, the answer to which is as
follows:—
A reported “likelihood of
changes” seems to me to be
rather fimsy ground upon
which to request similar action
in respect of amendments to
any legisiation.
A report in The West Aus-
tralian of today’s date indi-
cates that discussions in the
matter of penalties in the

Mr.

Commonwealth Arbitration
Act are still a considerabe
way from producing a satis-
factory solution.

The cutcome of these dis-
cussions is awaited with in-
terest.

FOOTBALLERS
Personal Assault
DUNN asked the Minister for

Police:

L

(2}

3

(4}

Mr.

(1}

2

3

(4)

Mr.

Did he see the report in this
morning’s The West Australian of
the admission of a footballer
giving details of several instances
of direet personal assault while
playing football? ‘

As it is illegal to assault another
person, is it the intention of the
police to prefer any charges in
these cases?

Does he agree that, if this kind
of behaviour is allowed to con-
tinue unchallenged, the law is be-
ing reduced to a point of
absurdity?

Could he advise whether foot-
ballers, or any persons indulging
in a sporting event, receive special
dispensation in the matter of per-
sonal assaults?

CRAIG replied:
Yes, I have read the article, and
I have it in front of me now. Like
the honourable member and others
who have read it, I did so with
some surprise, if not astonishment,
that a well-known footballer, who
is respected in many ways hoth
on and off the field, would describe
himself as a knuckleman. I do
not think this is a very goocd ex-
ample to the many young fine
types of lads we have playing
football today.
No. The cases referred to are
Statute barred.
It is the poliey of the Police De-
partment to leave these matters
to the Western Ausfralian National
Football League for any disciplin-
ary action considered necessary.
Unless the player involved lays
g charge for any specific assault,
no police action or special dispen-
sation is considered. e
EDUCATION
Resignation of Teachers

TOMS asked the Minister for

Edueation:

(1)

Did he see the article on page
two of the Daily News of the 21st
August, 1968, headed, ‘‘Teachers
May Quit for Trip to Asia™?
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(2) If “Yes,” does he not agree that
it would be preferable to grant
the fthree weeks' leave rather
than lose three teachers?

. LEWIS replied:

I wish to thank the member for

Ascot for giving me some notice

of this question, the answer to

which is as follows:—

(1) Yes.

(2) No. Departmental policy per-
mits those teachers selected
for State or national teams
at the top level of their sports
to be granted leave. Any ex-
tension of this policy to cover
club or minor association
tours would cause unwar-
ranted disruption to the edu-
cation of those pupils in the
classes of the touring teachers.

ROADS
Hwinana Freeway: Extension

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for

Works:
With reference to question 9 on
today’s notice paper, is he aware
that the Melville Shire Council is
in possession of a letter from the
Main Roads Department indicat-
ing that the Metropolitan Region
Scheme is to be amended next
session?

. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
No.

WEEBO TRIBAL GROUND
Reporl of Investigating Committee

Mr, GRAHAM asked the Premier:
Is he in a position to indicate
when the report concerning the
Weebo area is likely to be tabled
in Parliament?

Sir DAVID BRAND replied:
I regret to say I am not. I have
not caught up with the Weebo
problem yet. Perhaps the Minis-
ter for Native Welfare may be
able to say something about this.

Mr. LEWIS: I am—

The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will have
to ask the Minister a question.

WEEBO TRIBAL, GROUND
Report of Investigating Committee

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:
I thank the Premier for his
suggestion. Is the Minister able
fo give any Information as to when
the report concerning the Weebo
area will be laid on the Table of
the House?
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Mr. LEWIS replied:

The short answer to the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is, “Not
at present.”

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY

Amendment fo Motion. Personal
Ezrplanation

SIR DAVID BRAND (Greenough—
Premier) [4.56 p.m.]: Although I have not
discussed this matter with you, Mr.
Speaker, I would like leave to make a per-
sonal explanation in connection with some-
thing I said on Thursday.

The SPEAKER: I will put it to the
House. The Premier has asked leave to
make a personal explanation. Is there any
dissentient voice? There being none, leave
is granted.

Sir DAVID BRAND: When speaking on
the amendment to the Address-in-Reply
on Thursday, I stated that the subsidy in
Vietoria was 25c¢ a bushel. This informa-
tion came to us from the Victorlan Treas-
ury wia our own officers. However, there
was evidently some misunderstanding
because following the declsion of the

" Federal Government to grant $1,000,000

to the Victorlan Government, the subsidy
was ultimately increased to 40c’ I wanted
to make that explanation to clarify what
could be a misunderstanding, because some
members quoted the subsidy as being 40c,
and 1 stated it was 25¢. It was ultimately
40c.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr. I. W. Manning, leave
of absence for two weeks granted to Mr.
Burt (Murchison-Eyre) on the ground of
ill-health.

On motion by Mr, Davies, leave of
absence for elght weeks:granted to Mr.
Hall (Albany) on the ground of ill-health.

EXMOUTH GULF SOLAR SALT
INDUSTRY AGREEMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Court
(Minister for Industrial Development),
and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: TENTH DAY

Amendment to Motion
Debate resumed, from the 21st August,

on the following motion by Mr.
McPharlin:—
That the following Address-in-

Reply to his Excellency's Speech be
agreed to:—

May it please Your Excellency:

We the Legislative Assembly of

the Parliament of the State of

Western Australia in Parliament

assembled, beg to express loyalty

to our most Gracious Sovereign,
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and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament,

To which Mr. Davies had moved an
amendment—

That the following words be added
to the Address-in-Reply:—

; but we regret to have to inform
Your Excellency that the Govern-
ment has been so oblivious to the
serious sitnation which was de-
veloping in the farming areas be-
cause of diminished rainfall, that
no preparations at all were made
to deal with the position until
after the Opposition had drawn
attention in Parliament to the
necessity for action and as a con-
sequence valuable time has been
lost in taking remedial measures.

We regret also to inform Your
Excellency that the action of the
Government in declining to inform
Parliament of its proposals and in
preferring to make its statements
outside, is an affront to Parliament
and calculated to
prestige.

MRER. NALDER (Katanning—Minister
for Agriculture) [4.58 p.m.]l: Last Thurs-
day the Minister for Transport and I flew
to various areas of the State which had
been affected by the dry conditions existing
for some time. This visit had been given
publicity, and we had arranged to meet
shire presidents and representatives of the
various farming organisations to discuss
the drought situation and the conditions
which existed over the preceding weeks,
and the likelihcod of prevailing conditions
following further weeks of continued dry
weather., We also discussed the possible
result if rain was received in the near
future.

The Minister for Transport and I flew
to a number of local authority areas where
we met the people concerned and a full
and frank discussion took place. A state-
ment was made after our return which
indicated that the position was deteriorat-
ing. As a matter of fact, we were agree-
ably surprised to find that the situation
in a number of areas was not as bad as
we had been led to believe. When I say
that, I do not want to indicate that the
position was not serious; because, as the
statement indicated, the position was
detericratiing.

I was surprised when I returned to Perth
to find that an amendment to the Address-
in-Reply had heen moved by the Opposi-
tion censuring the Government for not
taking any action. To my view this i§
completely irresponsible.

Mr. Tonkin: That is not what the
amendment says,

reduce its
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Mr, NALDER: To my mind, it is com-
pletely irresponsible for an Opposition to
bring a motion such as this (o the House
when it knows very well that the Gov-
ernment has made every effort to overcome
the difficulty that is facing fthe various
areas. Personally, I do not blame the
member for Victoria Park, who moved the
amendment, one hit; because, doubtless,
he was forced into the situation—

Mr. Graham: What is this “forced”?

Mr. NALDER.: —of moving the amend-
ment.

Mr. Graham: We do not forece our mem-
bers to do anything.

Mr. Bovell: Not much!

Mr. Graham: They are not like the Gov-
ernment’s yes-men,

Mr. NALDER: I will give the member
for Victoria Park credit for possibly not
knowing very much about the situation
as far as drought conditions are concerned.
This is very obvious as even the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will see if he
refers to the debate of last week, which is
recorded in Hansard.

Mr. Graham: I was here and I listened
for myself,

Mr. NALDER: The member for Victoria
Park moved an amendment but he did
not give any reason for moving it.

Mr. Davies: We ran out of time.

Mr. NALDER: Mr. Speaker, I consider
that the time has come for members who
intend to move amendments to the Ad-
dress-in-Reply to give at least some reason
for them. No reason whatsoever was
given on this occasion.

Mr. Rushton: He did not know any-
thing about it.

Mr. NALDER: Only three or four lines
of the report in Hansard are devoted to
this. Most of the time was spent in read-
ing out the amendment. Any member of
this place should be able to see that the
action was nothing but irresponsible. I
am surprised the Opposition should agree
to a situation like this, when it knows
full well that if any member intends to
move an amendment at least he should
give some reasons for deing so.

Mr. Jamieson: It was not nearly as
irresponsible as your statement.

Mr. Davies: You will get some reasons.

Mr. NALDER: I consider this kind of
thing should be looked into in future. At
least Parliament should be given some in-
formation when a member moves an
amendment.

Mr. Davies: If the Minister sits down,
the Opposition will give some supporting
reasons.

Mr. Jamieson: Wait and see.

Mr. Davies: There are very good reasons
for moving is.
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Mr. NALDER.: I am quite sure that the
general public will certainly not be fooled
by the action of the Opposition.

Mr. Jamieson: Nor by the action of the
Minister,

Mr. NALDER: Even farmers who sup-
port the Opposition will not be fooled for
one minute by this amendment, because
they know the facts.

Mr. Jamieson: We saw what vyour
brother had to say.

Mr. NALDER,: No effort has been spared
by the Government to geb the story over.
All information has been made available
as quickly as possible so that the members
of the public may know where they stand.

Mr. Davies: You were not getting the
story to this House.

Mr. NALDER: That is another subject.
Mr. Davies: That is part of the item,

Mr. NALDER; The Premier dealt with
this.

Mr. Davies:
moved.

Mr. NALDER: I want to indicate to the
House that the Government has been
right on the ball on this matter.

Mr. Tonkin: Tell us what you did.

Mr. NALDER: When the Leader of the
Opposition spoke to the Address-in-Reply
he found fault with the Governor’s Speech
and said he was surprised that it did not
make some mention of the drought con-
ditions that exist.

Mr. Davies: And you
drought?”

Mr. NALDER: That is correct. The
Leader of the Opposition made that com-
ment on the 6th August. The day before,
the assistant director of the department,
on my instructions, had rung 15 local
suthorities. He was able to contact 11 of
them on the phone and, in those 11 cases,
he spoke to either the secretary or the
president of the local authority area. Not
one of them, at that date, was prepared
to recommend that the area be declared
a drought area.

Mr. Davies: It was a different story a
week later.

Mr. NALDER: I am saying this very
specifically, and I can give the names of
the shires if the members of the House
wish to know them.

Mr. Davies: Please do.

Mr. NALDER: I am able to give the
particulars of the local authorities which
were contacted by telephone. In all, 15
local authorities were approached, but in
four cases we were unable to contact the
secretary, the president, or the shire clerk,
Let me repeat: not one of the 11 loecal
authorities that were contacted by the

After the amendment was

said, “What
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officer from my department was prepared
at that time to indicate that the area
should be declared a drought area.

Mr. Jamieson: Did not the Minister have
enough officers upon whom he could rely
to get the information?

Mr. NALDER: Listen to that!

Mr. Jamieson: Of course, listen!
Mr, NALDER,: The member for Belmont

., should go out into the country and learn

something about it.

Mr. Graham: ‘The Minister should have
done that.

Mr. Davies: The Minister certainly did
not know anything.

Mr. NALDER: The Minister was well

informed.
Mr. Davies: The Minister knew nothineg.
Mr. NALDER: I knew exactly what the

position was and I will indicate, hy giving
some dates, that the Government has had
the fullest information available to it.

Mr. Graham: At the time the Minister
said, “"What drought?”

Mr. NALDER: IHad there been two or
three inches of rain throughout the
affected areas within two days, probably
we would not have heard very much more
about this matter. As a matter of fact
some heavy falls have been recorded in the
Albany area. I have not seen the full
records of the rainfall but one farmer wheo
was interviewed after that rain was re-
ported to have said that the drought was
over, or words to that effect. This indicates
how quickly the whole situation can
change. With a good rainfall, the situation
can change completely overnight.

Mr. Moir: The stock will
hungry next day.

Mr. Bertram: The grass has grown in
the morning!

Mr. NALDER: I will give the member
for Boulder-Dundas some information
about feeding before I go very much fur-
ther. The situation is one which must be
analysed to some extent in order to indicate
how far out the Opposition is when it
comes along and moves an amendment
such as this, It indicates that the members
of the Opposition do not have any in-
farmation about the matter at all and,
mare particularly, that they take little in-
terest in the situation. The members of the
Opposition have tried to lead the people
of this State to believe that nothing has
been done by the Government,

Mr. Davies: The Press would be in the
same beoat, I suppose?

Mr. NALDER: The Government has
been kept fully informed of the situation.
In June and July a very low rainfall was
experienced in the areas where the situa-
tion has deteriorated. The Government
knows that food has heen in short supply
and the situation has been affecting the
stock. When I say “stock,” in the main

still be
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I mean sheep and lambs, because very few
cattle are carried by the farmers in those
areas. Some do carry cattle, of course,
and we have seen some of the farmers
concerned, who have made provision for
this. Even in the position in which we
find ourselves today, many farmers have
made provision to meet the situation.

I will refer to one farmer to illustrate
my point. In one of the affected areas
a farmer is now selling grain and buying

sheep. I simply wish to indicate that many’

farmers have been in the position of being
able {0 meet the situation. Of course, as
conditions deteriorate through no rain
falling, or very light rainfall being re-
corded, it must be known that the position
will not improve but must go backwards.

We have only t/, look at our own back-
Yards. If we do not water, the garden and
the lawn dry up and, in time, they will
die. This is the same situation. If rain
is nol received in the affected areas, the
position deteriorates.

The Government has been kept fully
informed of the position and, with regard
to the present conditions in the various
parts of the State, is in the position of be-
ing able to meet the situation to the extent
that it is humanly possible for any person,
organisation, or TGovernment, to meet it.

As I have saia, I have been kept fully
informed as to what has been happening
in the State and, because of the informa-
tion available, the Government has heen
able to take the necessary aetion which
it hopes will lessen the impact or the
effect of this drought. As soon as con-
ditions improve, the Government hopes
that farmers generally will be able to
operate under normal conditions again.

Mr. Brady: Has the Federal Govern-
ment been asked for drought relief?

Mr. NALDER: The Federal Government
has been informed of the position in West-
ern Australia. As soon as all the facts
are available, T expect the Premier will
confer with the Prime Minister. I have
already been in touch with the Minister
for Primary Industry and the Minister
for Trade, who have heen informed of the
lt{.)osli'tion which exists in Western Aus-
ralia.

Mr. Brady: I think the Minister for
Agriculture in the Federal Parliament said
yvesterday that there had been no applica-
tion for drought relief.

Mr. NALDER: I think the member for
Swan is wrong. To my knowledge, the
question was asked of the Leader of the
Senate, who indicated that up to the pres-
ent time no official communication had
been received by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment from the Western Australian
Government. However, the Federal Gov-
ernment knows the situation. As soon as
we are in a position to claim from the
Commonwealth Government, we will cer-
tainly take this action.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Prior to the 1st August, the Government
appointed a subcommittee of Cabinet, and
it also agreed to appeint an advisory com-
mittee composed of representatives of
various organisations and Government
departments who would have some interest
in this matter. After discussions with
the Treasury, it was decided the Govern-
ment would pay the cost of transporting
coarse grains from the nearest bins to the
areas affected.

This was brought about because very
little coarse grain was available in the
country areas where it was necessary to
hand feed stock. There was quite a large
quantity of grain at Fremantle and, con-
sequently, the Government made this
available to help the farmers carry on
feeding their stock while further con-
sideration was given to the situation in
regard to wheat. I will make a brief
reference to this subject in a moment. At
the time the main point was to ensure
that the farmers who did not have suffi-
cient supplies of grain could at least take
immediate action to obtain supplies which
would be delivered freight free to the rail
siding.

Shortage of grain is a very normal
situation. The farmers anticipated that by
this time of the year—namely, July and
August—the season would have broken
and it would not be necessary to do any
hand feeding of stock. Some farmers had
been buying grain privately from nearby
neighbours who had more than they
needed, but the situation developed where
is was necessary for them to augment
their supplies from another source. The
Grain Pool had retained a quantity of cats
and barley, which is done every year in
case any area requires it, and consequently
the Grain Pool was able to facilitate a
movement of grain to the areas where
it was needed.

From time to time we experience seasons
in Western Australia which are not aver-
age or are below average. Last year
Bridegetown and Boyup Brook seemed to
miss out on the rainfall with the resulé
that conditions deteriorated in those areas.
At that time the Government made coarse
grains available through the Grain Pool
for the use of farmers. The Government
also arranged, through the Minister for
Transport, to allow farmers to engage any-
one they wished to transport the grain
without the necessity to make an approach
to the Transport Board.

These facilities were made available in
order to improve the situation in that par-
ticular area. I went down and visited the
area and talked to the officers of the shires,
and they felt they did not want to declare
their districts as drought areas. However,
g little later the season broke and the
rains came, and I understand that the
season in those areas is quite a good one
this year.
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I remember only too well that in Coorow
three or four years ago there was not a
drought; it was the other way around:
there was too much rain and the farmers
were not able to get their crops in. As
a result they were short of grain. So
members can see that the position varies
from season to season and from year to
year, and it is up to those in the industry
to ensure to the best of fheir ability that
they store sufficient feed for their stock
so that they will be able to mest a difficult
situation. In the main farmers know very
well that their dry stock are able to fend
for themselves much better than the ewes
with their lambs.

Some two months ago a conference was
held between interested parties—that is.
agenfts, the various farmers' organisations,
exporters, and the abattoirs—to discuss
the position which oceurred last year when
glut conditions prevailed in several mar-
kets. The conference was held in an en-
deavour to ascertain what could be done
to improve the position.

~ The Midland Junction Abattoir Board
sent one of its officers to New Zealand in
an effort to obtain slaughtermen to help
cope with the glut conditions. It did this
because everyone knows that glut condi-
tions are of no help to any of the parties.
One cannot expect the machinery, which
is set up, to cover every aspect of a situa-
tion such as this. When normal supplies
arrive week in and week out, then the
machinery is able to cope. So the Midland
Junction Abattoir Board recruited 51
slaughtermen and 15 labourers in New
Zealand and brought them to Western
Australia. It also engaged 40 slaughter-
men from Victoria.

One of the problems in the slaughtering
business is that of finding sufficient labour
to cope with the demand. The same
thing was experienced af Robb Jetty, and
great difficulty was found in reeruiting
sufficient men to carry on the slaughter-
ing. As a result of this recruiting, the
Midland Junction Abattoir was increased
from two chains to three chains, I think
members know what a chain is. It is the
operation in which an animal which is
slaughtered is passed to the men who are
responsible for doing certain parts of the
skinning and dressing of the carcase.
The same thing applied at Robb Jettiy.
Two chains were engaged and these are
in operation. I mention this because the
same situation is developing now.

No doubt members will know that as a
resulf of the market this week a record
yarding is anticipated. I have not been
able to obtain the final figures, but up to
vesterday 70,000-odd sheep had heen
auctioned in two days and, if the normal
yarding was brought into Midiand today,
the figure would possibly be nearer 100,000.
No part of our organisation in Western
Australia can handle these conditions.
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As a result of the meeting I mentioned
earlier, the Parmers’ TUnion eagreed to
notify its members—and this was done
on the front page of its paper some four
or five weeks ago—that they should waich
the market to ensure that the situation
which occurred last year was not repeated
this year. However, it has been repeated,
and, of course, it has been brought about
by the deteriorating conditions in country
areas, which have caused farmers to en-
deavour to get rid of their stock.

I wish to make a point here because,
no doubt, a number of people will he of
the opinion that if this stock is offered
for sale, then facilities for slaughtering
stock should also be available. However,
quite a number of the stock that is being
offered for sale today are not fit for
slaughter,

Mr, Norton: What is the value of the
stock on the market?

Mr. NALDER: The value of the stock
is what it brings on the market. It is
offered for auction and the figure &t which
it is knocked down 1s its value. In some
cases the figure is very small. As a matter
of fact, there is a lot of steck in the
country today which is not worth anything
at all, and, in some cases, when it is sent
to Midland the farmer is left with a debit
and has to send a cheque to pay for the
diflerence,

Mr. Davies: How does that work out?

Mr. NALDER: I will give the member for
Victoria Park one simple illustration. It
costs the farmer T0c to transport stock
by road, and that stock may only bring
10c to 20c¢c when offered at auction on the
market. This is how it happens. Some
lots of sheep have heen offered for sale
and have been purchased by exporters,
and up to 10 to 15 per cent. of those
animals have not been passed hy the
health inspector. In other words they go
down the chute; and this, of course, is a
loss to the exporter. Once the sheep is
bled, the operation continues and the cost
of the slaughtering has to be met by the
exporter.

As I said, of certain lots of stock that
were auctioned at the Midland Junction
Abattoir in the last few months, up to
10 to 15 per cent. have not been psassed.
So this indicates that a number of the
sheep that are coming into the Midland
Junction Abattoir are no good for slaugh-
tering.

The condemnations at Robb Jetty in
1368-69 amounted to 1.4 per cent. This
is somewhere near the normal percentage,
because even a Kkillable animal sometimes
has something wrong with it and is re-
jected by the healith inspector. However,
in the last two months,—July and August
—of the 80,000 killed in seven weeks, 4
per cent. have not been passed as fit for
human consumption.
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to"Mr' Tonkin: What would that be due

Mr. NALDER: In the main, they are
emaciated. They are not fat enough.

Mr. Tonkin: During the last two months?

Mr. NALDER: This is over the last two
months. I would think that if the Opposi-
tion was keen to give assistance to the
farmers, as has been mentioned, it might
take some action to ensure that the
slaughtermen’s union plays its part, be-
cause there has been nothing but trouble
for the past few months.

Mr., Jamieson: We have less chance of
exerting authority over the slaughtermen
than you have.

Mr. NALDER: The Opposition represents
the various unions,

N_[r. Jamieson: We do not represent the
various unions.

Mr. NALDER; Well, the Opposition
certainly has some say in the matter.

Mr. Jamieson: You ask the unions,
Everytime a member indulges in that sort
of thing, look at what happens in the
Commonwealth sphere. '

Mr. NALDER: I repeat what I said pre-
viously: if the members of the Opposi-
tion used their influence to assist in this
madtter, it would he a more practical ap-
proach to the position. As a result of the
stoppages which have oc¢curred, many
thousands of stock that could have been
slaughtered have not been slaughtered.

I appeal in this House to the people
involved in this exercise—slaughtermen
and those who assist them—to at least
make an effert to help the situation, be-
cause of the conditions which now apply.
I think that in the past when there have
been catastrophes of other descriptions
everybody has lent a hand to ensure that
the impact was lessened as much as pos-
sible. This is a situation in which I believe
everybody associated with the industry
should make an effort to ensure that the
position is catered for as well as possible.

To assist the situation, the Minister for
Transport and Railways approached the
Commonwealth Government, and an agree-
ment has been reached whereby Common-
wealth stock trucks are being brought to
Merredin te load sheep to be taken to the
Eastern States. Two years ago we brought
over 350,000 sheep to Western Australia
from the Eastern States in order 1o build
up our numbers. The position is now re-
versed. New South Wales, Victoria, and
South Australia had droughts two years
ago, but now they are having better sea-
sons and they are in the market for stock.
Quite a number of our stock have already
been sold to the Eastern States, and this
is helping to relieve the position. This
fact has not received much publicity.
Statements have been handed fo the Press,
but they have not been used.

[ASSEMBLY.])

However, these arrangements are now
in operation; the stock is being loaded at
Merredin and taken to Port Augusta with=
out being transhipped. The stock is then
sent to the various farmers who have
purchased it.

Mr. Bertram: Will the farmers be given
any assistance when the time comes to
replenish their stocks?

Mr. NALDER: Yes, this is covered. In
the first place, those farmers who have
found agistment for their stock—and quite
a lot have made arrangements to have
their sheep transported by rail to a place
of agistment—will not have to pay for the
return of the stock; the Government will
pay the cost of the return journey from
the place of agistment,

Further, if the farmers are not in a
position to be able to find finance—that is,
if the banks or the stock firms are
noi{ able to make money available—then
the Government will make finance avail-
able to help the farmers rehabilitate them-
selves. The basis of this will he that once
an agreemenf has been made, finance will
be available for the purchase of stock, or
for any other purpose to help rehabilitate
farmers, at 5 per cent. interest, with a
holiday for two years and repayment over
five years.

‘This has been accepted hy the farming
community as a very generous offer, and
its purpose is to help to keep farmers on
their properties following the hardships
brought about by the drought,

On the 21st July I requested the depart-
ment to obtain reports from all depart-
mental branches in the State, The officers
in the various branches made a survey of
their areas, and the information received
took some seven to 10 days to collate. On
the 26th July, representatives of the
department met {0 assess the situation, and
they started a programme to gain all the
information they could to enable them to
advise the farmers on how best ta cope
with the drought conditions. We hope to
have a booklet available to farmers early
next week.

As I mentioned earlier, the advisory
committee included representatives of the
farmers, the Railways Department, the
Public Works Department, the Department
of Agriculture, and the Rural and Indus-
ries Bank. 'The committee met on the 12th
August, and full publicity has been given
to the recommendations it made at that
meeting. The committee is to meet again
on the 2nd September.

To assist the Government to assess the
situation, a drought finance committee has
been appointed, This is comprised of the
Chairman of Commissioners of the R. & I.
Bank, the Under-Treasurer, and the
Director of Agriculture. The committee
has met on a number of occasions and has
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made recommendations on the type of ex-
penditure that should be made—whether
it should be by way of subsidy, or loan.

Mr. Jones: When was that appointed?

Mr. NALDER: About 10 days ago. I
would like to make special reference to the
question of water, because it appears to be
the biggest problem associated with the
deteriorating conditions. Although the
areas served by the comprehensive scheme
are covered reasonably well, there are areas
outside the comprehensive scheme which
are not so fortunate, and, as a resulf, the
farm water advisory committee which was
appointed by the Government some two
or three years ago was asked to make a
survey of the situation, and I am glad
to report that the boring equipment has
already gone into what are considered to
be the areas worst affectedé—particularly
the Westonia area—and operations started
early this week,

As it becomes available, other equipment
will be sent into areas where it is thought
an urgency exists and, in this manner,
we hope to be able to cover a considerable
area and to assess the value of subplies
not only in the ¢ase of individual farmers,
but as it relates to adjoining farms fto
whieh it might be necessary to ecart water,

The position 1 have outlined will be
dealt with under the same conditions as
exist in relation to the farm water advis-
ory committee, which was organised for
this purpose. Money will be made avail-
able to equip the bores and it will be re-
paid over a perlod of 15 years. This Is
the position which exists at the moment,
where farmers outside the comprehensive
scheme are prepared to put down key
dams.

The supply of feed 1s, of course, most
important and, as members know, we have
approached the Australian Wheai Board
to see whether a redelivery plan can be
brought into existence. Briefly, this
means that farmers who have delivered
wheat to bins and who have been paid
the first payment of $1.10 can repay that
money and draw the equivalent in wheat
from the bin to help them feed thelr
stock.

This proposition has gone to the Wheat
Board which, I understand, is to meet to-
morrow. We hope to receive a favourable
reply fo the request. This will mean
there will be no break in the supply of
grain to farmers.

There is still coarse grain available and
when the situation I have outlined eventu-
ates we will be In a position, through the
bulkhandling authorities, to make wheat
available if it is required.

Arrangements have also been made for
local authorities to make regular reports to
a central office which has been established
in the Treasury Building in Perth. The
Assistant Director of Agriculture will he
the person responsible for controlling this
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office, and all information will be collated,
and any action which might be needed
will be promptly taken.

The officers of the department are at
the moment working on a map indicating
the drought areas and when this is com-
pleted from the information received from
the various shires seeking a declaration
of drought areas, a public announcement
will be made.

I would now like to make some refer-
ence to the publicity which has been given
to this question of drought. Those of
us who have seen some of the pictures
which have appeared in the Press and on
television know very well that the posi-
tion has been grossly exaggerated. We
have seen photographs showing heaps of
bones, dead sheep, and so on, but every-
body in the industry knows very well that
this is really not a true picture of the
position.

I have seen photographs of somebody
holding up & ram’s head while heaps of
skulls are lying on the ground, but most
of us know that these animals have been
dead for three or four years. Some of
the sheep which have been pictured prob-
ably died as a result of being freshly shorn,
and this happens in normal conditions.

In the best of seasons if one were to
ask a farmer his normal death rate among
his sheep one would be told that it was
from 3 to 5 per cent, So there is little
doubt that the public has been fed exag-
gerated information. I recall having seen
a picture in which sheep were lying dead
and in which wobl was lying all around
the place. There was no doubt that
those sheep had died from six to 12 months
previously.

A few daye ago there was a photograph
in the Daily News showing s sheep lying
in the stubble with a lamb beside it.- A
number of people who have seen this
photograph tell me that the sheep pic-
tured is o wether and not a ewe.

Mr. Graham: How do you know?

Mr. NALDER: This is the view of
people who know about these things. It
is possible that the lamb was picked up
and placed alongside the sheep in the
picture. It was probably a few days old
and had probably had a good feed at that
time. Situations such as these can be ex-
aggerated, and I hope that people will not
take advantage of the position.

The Government khows the problem
does exist, but it has planned, in every
way possible, to deal with it. I think we
all hope and pray that the rain will soon
come and that we will not have a situation
where farmers will be forced to go throush
a season wonderlng what to do next, both
in relatlon to thelr stock and their seas-
onal activity. I would like to assure mem-
bers that the Government has not been
sitiing down dolng nothing, as Is sugzested
by the amendment.
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It was pleaslng to notice during the
discussions which the Minister for Trans-
port and I had with the people whom we
met that they appreclated very much in-
deed what the Government was deing to
assist them. The Government is hoping to
arrange for district officers to visit local
authoritles at least once a week to discuss
the situation, receive reports of what Is
happening, and see whether the situation
Is deteriorating any further.

I feel swre the House will not accept
the amendment, because we all know the
sltuation has been exaggerated out of all
proportion. It would not be a good thing
for us to embarrass the pecople who are
at their wits’ end, not knowing what to do
for the best. The Government is making
every effort in every instance to assist
farmers In this most difficult position.

MR, TONKIN (Melville—Ieader of the
Opposition) [5.39 p.m.1: For the most part,
the speech of the Minlster for Agriculture
was devoted to explaining what the
Government is deoing now, what it pro-
poses to do, and what it has done sub-
sequent to the 6th August, Had I elected
to do so, it would have been well within
my province to draw your attention, Mr.
Speaker, to the fact that, for the most
part, the Minister was out of order, be-
cause the amendment charges the Gov-
ernment with being oblivicus to a serlous
situation which was developing, and with
making no preparations at ail until after
the Opposition had drawn attention to the
position. ~

Mr. Nalder: That is rubbish, and you
know it.

Mr. TONKIN: Accordingly, in effect, the
amendment says the Government did
nothing prior to the 6th August, and as
soon as the Minister got to his feet he
showed he had not read the amendment,
because he sald the Oppositlon charged
the Government with not taking any
action. The Opposition did nothing of the
kind; it charged the Government with not
taking any action prior to the 6th August.

Mr. Nalder: It has heen proved that this
was the case. -

Mr. TONKIN: To the extent that the
Minister was explaining to the House the
subsequent actions of the Government, he
was completely out of order.

Mr. Nalder: Action was taken on the
21st July.

Mr. TONKIN: When the Premier was
speaking he sald the Minister for Agri-
culture took the first action first; and the
first action taken by the Minister for
Agriculfure was a decision to carry coarse
grains free of freight., That decision was
made on the 8th August.

Mr. Nalder: It was made on the 1st
August.

Mr. TONKIN: Oh no, it was noi.

Mr. Nalder: Yes, it was.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TONKIN: If that decision was made
on the 1st August, why was it not announ-
ced publicly until the %h August?

Mr. Nalder: It was; it appeared in the
Press on Friday, the 1st August.

Mr. TONKIN: I will tell the Minister
for Agriculture that it appeared in The
West Australian on the 8th August,

Myr. Nalder: On the 1st August, when
the decision was made.

Mr. TONKIN: No, it did not; the
Minister should have a look at the paper.

Mr. Nalder; The 1st August was the date
on which the decision was taken.

Mr. TONKIN: There are two charges
levied against the Government. The first
charge is that it was oblivious to the situa-
tion developing up till the 6th August, and
the second was that it bypassed the Par-
liament when it made its deeision as to
what it was going to do.

Following two Cabinet meetings—and
despite the fact that a question was asked
in this House after those Cabinet meet-
ings—the Government went outside and
made its announcement through the Press
as 6o what it proposed to do. This action
on the part of the Government was cal-
culated to reduce the prestige of Parlia-
ment and to adversely affect the image
of Parliament in the eyes of the people.

Sir David Brand: You know that is not
correct. You cannot give a statement if
it is not ready.

Mr. TONKIN: I will prove this to the
Premier as I go along.

Sir David Brand: You will prove nothing
of the kind.

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier will be sur-
prised.

Sir David Brand: I will not be surprised.
You cannof make a statement available
if it is not ready.

Mr, TONKIN: If that is so, there is an
obvious answer to the first charge of the
Opposition, which states that the Govern-
ment was oblivious to the sifuation prior
to the 6th August. If the Government had
done anything, the Premier and the Minis-
ter for Agriculture could have said, '“This
amendment goes overboard because this
is what we did, on these dates, prior to
the 6th August.” All the Minister did
prior to the 6th August was to appoint
committees.

Mr. Nalder: Will you admit the Govern-
ment made a decision on the 1st August?

Mr. TONKIN: All the Government did
was to appoint committees.

Mr. Bovell: No, indeed, it was not.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister himself
said that emaciated sheep had been com-
ing into the abattoir for two months.

Mr. Nalder: That has nothing to do with
drought conditions.
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Mr. TONKIN: Oh, has it not?
Mr. Nalder: Do not show your ignhorance.

Mr. TONKIN: The fact that large num-
bers of emaciated sheep are coming into
the abattoir indicates a serious situation
in the country districts; it shows that the
farmers are quitting their stock because
they have no feed. But what did the
Minister do? He asked the local author-
ities if there was a drought.

Mr. Nalder: That is just what has been
done in the other States. Vietoria would
not declare a drought area untess the local
authorities agreed; and that is the situa-
tion in Western Australia.

Mr. TONKIN: If anyone in authority
had been examining rainfall figures he
would have known months ago that we
were in for a bad time.

Mr. Rushton: How many months ago?

Mr. TONKIN: Two months ago; and
we are in for a bad time. There is not
a district in Western Australia where rural
pursuits are being carried out to any ex-
tent where the rainfall is not down, and
down, greatly, indeed.

Mr. Nalder: You are wrong again, be-
cause the Katanning district received its
normal average rainfall,

Mr. TONKIN: I have taken the trouble
to get in touch with the Bureau of
Meteorology and I asked it to select for me
representative towns in every district in
the State—towns representative of every
‘section. I have the figures here and they
prove the point I have just stated. Take
Dalwallinu in 1968 for the months of May,
June, July, and Augusi. The rainfall
figures were 100, 727, 187, and 175 points,

Mr. Young: How much down on the
average would that be?

Mr. TONKIN: In 1969, Dalwallinu re-
ceived 183 points for May, but only 215
points as against 727 for June;, and only
116 points as against 187 for July.

Sir David Brand: Some of the best
wheat crops are grown in the lesser rain-
fall areas.

Mr. TONKIN: In August, this year, Dal-
wallinu received 43 points as against 175
in 1968.

Mr. O'Connor: I think for your informa-
tion—

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister can think
what he likes; I will guarantee the authen-
ticity of these figures from the Bureau of
Meteorology.

Mr. Bovell: That proves nothing.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Minister wants to
disparage the Bureau of Meteorclogy,
which has supplied me with these rain-
fall figures of the various districts, that
is his business. I am prepared to accept
these flgures, which have been given fo
me as being an authentic record of the
rainfall in the various towns.
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Mr. O'Connor: Would you be prepared—

Mr. TONKIN: The towns concerned are
Dalwallinu, Moora, Bencubbin, Mesrredin,
Northam, Katanning, Ongerup, Lake King,
Hyden, Walgoolan, and Grass Patch; and
in every instance the rainfall is substan-
tially down.

Mr. O’Connor: Would you be prepared to
correct an incorrect statement—

Mr. TONKIN: The Minisier can make
his own speech.

Mr. Brady: You tell us what arrange-
ments you made before the 6th August.

Mr. TONKIN: On this evidence one
would have expected more to have besn
cdone than just appoint committees and
ask local authorities if they were ex-
periencing a drought. The Minister for
Agricuiture should have asked his brother
whether he thought he was experiencing
a drought!

Mr. Nalder: I have already asked him
about it, and he was carting water.

Mr. TONKIN: On the 31st July, Mr.
O'Neil, Manager of the Grain Pool, said
that the demand for oats and barley for
stock feed was becoming more pironounced
from all parts of the State’s agricuitural
areas, with oats being distributed at the
rate of 1,000 tons per week and barley at
the rate of 750 tons per week, and farmers
were paying world parity prices. Some
farmers had asked for wheat out of storage
against next season’s deliveries.

Yet the Minister for Agriculture gets in
touch by telephone with local authorities
to ask them if there is a drought. All the
indications were obvious to those on this
side of the House; and I feel pretty cer-
tain they were obvious to some Country
Party members who must have been mak-
ing representations to the Government, if
I am any judge, for some action to be
taken,; and they most assuredly would have
been pointing out the position and asking
for something to be done. That is my
assumption.

It was left to us to draw attention to the
fact that in the Governor's Speech there
was no mention of the serious condition
in the country; no mention of the Gov-
ernment having appointed any committees;
and no mention of what perhaps the posi=
tion would be if the situation worsened
—not a single syllable,

Mr. O'Connor: By what date was this?

Mr. TONKIN: In the Governor’s Speech.
So we drew attention to that fact.

Mr. Rushton: When was the Governor’s
Speech prepared—about May?

Mr. TONKIN: I will say this: If the
present situation continues—as unfortun-
ately it appears it will—we will, in this
State, face the worst situation we have for
50 years. The prosperity from the iron
ore has not yet rubbed off on the other
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areas of this country, and we are still
largely dependent upon our rural industries
for our economy—very largely dependent.
That is why this sector should be receiving
the closest possible attention from the Gov-
ernment,

Mr. Bovell: It is. I was along the south
coast on the 25th and 26th July.

Mr. TONKIN: However, when we drew
attention to the position the Government’s
reply was that we were trying to panic the
situation.

Mr, Nalder: That is what you are trying
to do now.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister for Agricul-
ture asked, “What areas of the State are
suffering from drought conditions?” So on
the 6th August he did not know. He went
on and said, “Name them, please.” On the
6th August! Then he explained that the
day before he had been in touch with 15
local authorities asking them if there was
a drought.

Mr. W. A. Manning: They should know,
shouldn’t they?

Mr. Graham: The Minister should know.
too.

Mr. TONKIN: He then said he was going
on & report. He was not able fo travel
around the State and he was concerned
with what his advisers said. So apparently
his advisers said there was nothing to
worry about.

Mr. Nalder: I told you on the 21st July
I called for a report from all critical areas.

Mr, TONKIN: On the 6th August the
Minister said that he was going on that
report, which must have told him there
was nothing to worry about, because on the
6th August the Minister asked, “Where are
the drought conditions? What places?
Nate them, please.” Apparently the
report did not tell him.

When I asked the Minister straight out
whether certain areas of distress in the
State were not due to drought, his answer
was, “No.” I put the guestion straight to
him, “Is not the trouble in certain areas
due to drought conditions.”” And the Min-
ister's answer was, “No," on the 6th August,
when we had & situation which had all the
indications of being most serious indeed!

Within 24 hours of our raising this ques-
tion in Parliament we saw television
pictures which the Minister now says were
phoney and were a frame-up and did not
show the true position at all. I suppose
all the letters that subsequently followed
were phoney, too! I take it, there was
no hecessity for the meeting of farmers
at Bencubbin who threatened to take the
law into their own hands by taking wheat
out of the bins! It is strange, in these
circumstances, that the Minister had to
telephone 15 local authorities to find out if
there was a drought.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In the Sunday Times of the 10th
August, under the heading, “Farmers say
big areas do face drought,” appeared the
following :—

Many W.A. farmers—including Mr.
Jack Nalder, brother of the Minister
for Agriculture—yesterday disagreed
with the minister’s no-drought state-
ment on Wednesday.

Mr. Jack Nalder went on to say that the
rainfall at this property since the Ist
January had been 403 points. This was
only slightly mare than what would he the
normal average for the month of July.
There were many other letters indicating
the same thing.

On the 8th July, Mr. O’Neil felt it was
desirable to make a further statement to
the Press. For those who do not know,
I repeat that Mr. O'Neil is the Manager
of the Grain Pool.

Mr. Nalder: On the 8th July?

Mr. TONKIN: I beg your pardon; on
the 8th August. He said that requests by
farmers to buy back oats and barley had
increased steadily in recent weeks. He
was then selling about 2,000 tons of coarse
grain to farmers each week. They had
bought back 13,000 tons to that date. The
highest amount bought back before this
season, In any season, was 3,000 tons.

Would you, Mr. Speaker, not have
thought if that had been brought under
vour notice and you had known that for
weeks emaciated sheep had been coming
inta the abattoir, and you had known that
13,000 tons of coarse grain at world parity
prices had been purchased by farmers
when previously the largest total of coarse
grains ever purchased back was only 3,000
tons, that this was a most serious situa-
tion indeed?

In The West Australian of the 9th
August, Mr. Thorpe of Bencubbin, who
was President of the North-East Zone
Council of the Farmers’ Union, said people
were saying that the Government had been
trying for five weeks to ascertain if there
were g drought or feed shortage. This
made farmers in his area want to take
things into their own hands., He said, “The
feed situation in the north-east wheatbelt
is worse than bad—it is critical. By the
time the Government gets moving with
committees and other things to release
grain for food, there will not be any sheep
left to feed.”

Mr. Forrester, the General President of
the Parmers' Union, said the Government
would need to do far more than give freight
concessions. The decision to give freight
cencessions was the first sien by the Gov-
ernment of its intention to do anything,
and that announcement was made on the
gth August.

Mr. Nalder: You are wrong again; it was
the 1st August.
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Mr. TONEKEIN; The Minister should look
at the paper.

Mr. Nalder: Will you be prepared to be
corrected if that statement is wrong?

Mr. TONKIN: I am telling the Minister
that what I have said was reported in
The West Australian on the 9th August.

Mr. Nalder: It was reported on the 1st
August.

Mr. TONKIN: It was reported that the
Government had agreed to pay the trans-
port costs on coarse grains needed hy
farmers for emergency stock feed. The
article went on to say that this was the
first relief measure by the Government
to help farmers whose stock was threatened
by worsening dry conditions in many
country areas. ‘That announcement ap-
peared in The West Australion on the 9th
August, which is three days subsequent to
when I raised the matter in this House.
_ Now, the Premier’s reply amounted to
this: it is very difficult to assess the situa-
tion in respect of drought areas. It has
to be admitted that the Premier had been
out of the State and would not be aware
of the fact that emaciated sheep had been
coming down to the market, and that
13,000 tons of coarse grain had been
bought for feed. If he had been aware
of those things, then surely he would not
have said it was difficult to assess the
situation of the drought areas.

The Premier then went on to say it was
important that we do not make irrespon-
sible decisions and thereby send the State
bankrupt. We will send the State hankript
if we do not do something to deal with
this serlous situation in the rural areas.
These Industries are still the backbone of
the ecohomy of thils State, despite the
wealth being produced from the iron ore.

The Premiler then went on to say it
must not be forgotten that the Govern-
ment made a decision to make coarse
grain available. The Premler then sald he
believed that in making coarse grain avail-
able the Minister for Agriculture took the
first actlon first. So, surely, that was the
first action, I repeat: the Premier sald that
was the first action, and that the Minister
for Agriculture took the first action first.

Mr. Nalder: On the 1st August or the
2nd August.

Mr. TONKIN: That decislon was re-
ported in The West Australian. I cannot
prove when the decision was made, but I
will say this: 1t is passing strange that a
decision of such importance, if made on
the 1st August, did not appear in The
West Australian until the 9th August.

Mr. Nalder: It appeared on the 2nd
August; I think you will find that is cor-
rect.

Mr. TONKIN: Well, The West Australian
must be changing its policy to make two
announcements, weeks apart, on the same
question. The Minister ought to send for
the paper and have a look at it.
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Our view is that instead of waiting until
now to submit to the Wheat Board the
guestion whether it would be prepared to
release grain, this decision should have
been obtained weeks ago.

Mr. Nalder: It was brought up by the
Wheat Board at the last meeting,

Mr. TONKIN: It should have been
brought up earlier so that the answer
would be known.

Mr. Nalder: The Wheat Board had
already discussed the matter, but had not
made a declsion. That came from the
Chairman of the Wheat Board.

Mr. TONKIN; If the application had
been put to the Wheat Board weeks ago,
then the board would have had time to
make a decision.

Mr. Nalder: It might have been a con-
trary decision. That is what I was told by
the Chairman of the Wheat Board.

Mr. TONKIN: I am glad the Minister
said that; because, what plans has the Gov-
ernment if the deeislon is a contrary one?

Mr. Nalder: We will walt.

Mr. TONKIN: We are walting.
Mr. Nalder: We still have coarse grain.

Mr. TONKIN: A wide-awake Govern-
ment would have its plans made already
so that it could deal immediately with
whatever decision is made.

Mr, Nalder: The decision will be dealt
with. We will not make our decision until
the Wheat Board has replied.

Mr. TONKIN: When I asked the Premier
what steps he propeosed to take to make
the wheat avallable if an adverse decision
were given, the Premier replied that con-
sideration was belng given to that aspect
of things.

Sir David Brand: Well, that 1s right.

Mr. TONKIN: That is what the Gov-
emment's attitude shows, I am complain-
ing that consideration should have bheen
given to this aspect weeks ago, not how,
so that in the event of the decision being
adverse the Government would have
Immedlate plans to go stralght ahead.
However, the fact of the matter Is that
the Government does not know what it
will do. It will have to think about the
matter.

Mr. Nalder: An approach was made to
the Wheat Board and it deferred a declsion
untll the 4th September.

Mr. TONKIN: Well, I ask the Govern-
ment now: what plans has it got for im-
mediate implementation if the decision is
an adverse one?

Mr, Graham: 8Silence.

Mr, TONKIN: The Government will
think about it after the decision! That is
our complaint. That is typical of the
attitude of the Government. It has been
oblivious to the real seriousness of the
situation.
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Mf. Bovell: Oh, no, it has not.

Mr. TONKIN: As my time is running
out T must now deal with the second part
of the motion. However, before I leave the
question of wheat, I would say I hope a
way will be found to make wheat available.
under reasonable conditiens, so that those
peopie who desire to get it will not be ob-
liged to run heavily into debt to obtain it.
I hope the wheat will be readily available
to them so that they can use it for the
feed-starved stock, because the supply of
coarse grain will inevitably run out.

Alrcady the farmers have been asking
that this wheat be made available to them,
and have been asking for weeks. A meet-
ing at Bencubkin made clear what -the
temper of the farmers was, when they
sugeested they should raid the bins and
take the wheat there and then.

Mr, Nalder: Would you support that
attitude?

Mr, TONKIN: The second part of the
motion deals with the fact that the Gov-
ernment bypassed the Parliament, The
Premier, when he was speaking, said that
he wanted to emphasise that the question
of the drought and the water supply was
one which would face the whole Parlia-
ment. Of course it will. Well, why should
not the Parliament have been told of the
Cabinet decision in connection with this
matter?

The Government expects to, and.v_vil],
receive the co-operation of the Opposition,
but we are not taken inta the Govern-
ment’s confidence and we are not told
what decisions Cabinet makes in connec-
tion with this matter.

Sir David Brand: The political road is
strewn with the political corpses of people
who make statements.

Mr. TONEKIN: On the 21st July, 1965,
when the Premier was opening an exhibi-
tion depicting the evolution of Parliament
—the exhibition was mounted by the
British High Commissioner—he had the
following to say.—

It is worth remembering, especially
at this time of our history, that when
the influence of Parliament is dim-
inished in any way for any reason the
first casualty is the freedom of the
peaple.
I repeat: when it is diminished, in any
way, for any reason,

Sir David Brand: In any way. The state-

ment was released when it was ready.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Government
chooses only to make statements in Par-
liament when it suits it, and makes import-
ant statements on Cabinet decisions out-
side Parliament, then it is engaged in the
very thing which the Premier said
threatens the freedom of the people,

Unless we give the House the fullest
prestige and regard—it is the most import-
ant forum: the place where important an-
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nouncements ought to be made—then
surely we are doing the very thing to which
the Premier drew attention.

Sir David Brand: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier said “in any
way for any reason,” and surely that
covers everything, So, there was no
Jjustification.

Sir David Brand: There was every justi-
fication.

Mr. TONKIN: There was no justifica-
tion for the Premier, who knew the
decision of Cabinet when I asked the ques-
tion—the Cabinet meeting had already
been held and the decision had been made
—to say that Parliament could not be told.
And Parliament was not told!

Sir David Brand: The information was
not complete and was not ready to be told.

Mr. TONKIN: But the announcement
was made outside Parliament.

Sir David Brand: I would point out that
the whole of the information was not
ready.

Mr. TONKIN: Those are the facts of the
matter. The decisions were known to the
Premier when the question was raised in
the Parliament, and he had ample oppor-
tunity to tell the Parliament.

Sir David Brand: The statement was not
ready and the information was not com-
plete,

Mr, TONKIN: The Premier replied that
some detail had to be attended to.

Sir Davig Brand: That is right,.
Mr. TONKIN: Why could we not have

been told of the decision of Cabinet with
regard to this matter?

Sir David Brand: We will make a state-
ment to Parliament when it is ready.

Mr. TONKIN: It is perfectly clear that
the Premier decided to make a statement
on this question outside Parliament when
he could have made it in Parliament.
However, he chose not to do so.

8ir David Brand: That is right because
the statement was not ready.

Mr. TONKIN: I repeat: that is some-
thing which is calculated to reduce the
brestige of Parliament; and the Premier's
own utterances indicate that actions of
that kind will result in the freedom of the
people being the first casualty. So I con-
sider that the Opposition is perfectly justi-
fled in bringing before the House this
amendment to the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply.

Sir David Brand: It is full of political
cbjective.

Mr. TONKIN: It is a strange thing
that the Premier had a full three-guarters
of an hour at his disposal—and the Min-
ister for Agriculture likewise—I:t R g@ilt
finds so much to say on thiv _i: dton
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Both the Premier anhd the Minister for
Agriculture have been chatfering away
throughout the whole of my speech.

Sir David Brand: In reply to your chat-
tering.

Mr. TONKIN: They both had ample
opportunity to deal with the matter prop-
erly if they had had an answer. How-
ever, they did not have an answer.

Sir David Brand: We have all the an-
sWers, :

Mr. TONKIN: Neither one of them is
able to come along and say, categorically,
what actions were taken prior to the 6th
August. All the Government has done is
appoint committees and ring up local
authorities.

Sitting stspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt Lawley—Minister
for Transport) [7.30 pm.]: Upon return-
ing from the couniry with the Deputy
Premier last week I was surprised to find
an amendment on the notice paper in
connection with the drought problem. Also,
1 was most surprised at the terms of the
amendment, and in order to refresh mem-
pbers’ minds, I would like to read it again.
It is as follows:—

;but we regret to have to inform Your
Excellency that the Government has
been s0 oblivious te the serious sitna-
tion which was developing in the farm-
ing areas because of diminigshed rain-
fall, that no preparations at all were
made to deal with the position until
after the Opposition had drawn atten-
tion in Parliament to the necessity for

" action and as a consequence valuable
time has been lost in taking remedial
measures.

We regret also to inform Your Ex-
cellency that the action of the Gov-
ernment in declining to inform Parlia-
ment of its proposals and in preferring
to make its statements outside, is an
affront to Parliament and caleulated
to reduce its prestige.

Nothing could be further from the truth.

The member for Vietoria Park said that
the Government had taken no action until
the Leader of the Opposition spcke in this
House on the 6th August. However, I would
like to refer to some time prior to that
date and we will see that the Government
was well aware of the position and was
taking action in connection with the
matter. On the 21st July the Government
formed a committee to go into the position
and asked that committee to report back
regarding any areas which were considered
to be drought affected. Also, contact was
made with the local authorities before the
Leader of the Opposition spoke in this
House, but, at that time, not one of the
local authorities was prepared to state that
its area was drought affected.
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I should now like to refer to an article
which appeared in The West Australian
on Friday, the 1st August. Again, this
was five days hefore the Leader of the
Opposition spoke on the matter in this
House. The article is headed, *‘Pledge
Given by Commonwealth on Drought.” It
goes on to give details and states—

The Commonwealth has assured the
State government that it will give
urgent and serious consideration to
any approach the State might make
if- parts of W.A. are declared drought
areas.
That article appeared in the Press on the
1st August, and it is an indication of the
action fthat had been taken already by
the Deputy Premier in bringing the matter
to the notice of the Commonwealth so
that if a drought was experienced ap-
propriate action could bz taken quickly.
The report in the paper goes on to state—
Agriculture Minister Nalder said
yvesterday that this assurance had heen
given to him by Deputy Pritne Minis-
ter McEwen.

Further down it says—

The State government is waiting
for a report from the committee it
appointed to investigate the present
drought sitfuation. This is expected
s00Nn.

It will deal with pasture conditions,
water availability and the general sit-
uation regarding stock.

That shows quite clearly that the amend-
ment to the Address-in-Reply moved by
the Opposition is really out of order—it
is out of order because the Opposition
says that no action has been taken where-
as in the Press and in this House—

Mr. Bickerton: You say it is out of
order, That is a reflection on the Chair.
Mr. O'CONNOR: Ifi the honourable

member wants to argue that point he can
get up later on and do so.

The Government is well aware of the
position and has kept in touch with the
position as it exists in the counfry areas.
However, it is difficult to know just when
one should act. Should one act before
a drought is declared; when an area is
declared as drought-affected—when the
drought actually cccurs—or afterwards?
In my view, the action the Government
has taken is the right one to deal with
the problem.

Mr, Bertram: It has done nothing.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber would not know, as probably he has
not been outside Mt. Hawthorn. As 1
said, I think the action the Geovernment
has taken is the right one in that it
formed a commititee and asked it to re-
port back to the Government in connection
with any problems confronting those in
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the drought-affected areas. The Govern-
ment has already taken a good deal of
action in this regard.

It was also surprising to note that In
this instance the amendment was moved
by the member for Victoria Park. We all
know that when he speaks in this House
the honourable member goes into his sub-
jeet in detail and presents his facts very
well. He is critical of the Government
when he feels it should be eriticised, and
no one objects to that. He gives details
to back up his case and he normally has a
knowledge of the subjects on which he
speaks.

Mr. Bickerton: You are giving him a
lot of praise.

Mr. O'CONNOR: However, if we look at
the small part of his speech devoted to
this amendment—as the speech is recorded
in Hansard—we will see that it is obvious
someone pushed the honourable member
into the position where he went ahead and
moved the amendment.

Mr. Graham: We don't subject our
members to the same sort of iron dis-
cipline that you have over there.

Mr. O'CONNOR.: Maybe I used the wrong
word.

Mr. Graham: Of course you did.

Mr. O'CONNOR.: If they do not move
they are steamrolled into it.

Mr. Grabham: We will acecept your
apology.
Mr. Court: They have to distinguish

between the academics, now.

Mr. O'CONNOR: When one reads the
speech of the member for Vieloria Park
it is obvious that he has an extremely
limited knowledege of the subject because
he had little to say about it, and what
he did say was, in my opinion, incorrect.
He said that the Government was un-
aware of the problem and had taken no
action in the matter. In my view, the
. Deputy Premier, when he spoke in the
House tonight, gave a good resume of the
position in the country areas, and I know
he has been worried about the rmatter since
mid-July. At that time he spoke to me
and other members of Cabinet; a com-
mittee was formed; and jt was decided to
do all we could at that stage so that if
a serious drougeht occurred immediate
action could be taken.

We had the Director-General of Trans-
port make a survey of the water supply
equipment available throughout the State.
This was in July when the Opposition
says the Government was unaware of the
position and had done nothing about it.
We wanted to know what egquipment, for
both road and rail transport, was available
for carting water. When we found that
insufficient railway equipment was avall-
able to handle large guantities of water,
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we made approaches to the ¢il companies
to see whether they could provide equip-
ment to help us at the appropriate time
to handle the water necessary for some
of the country districts.

During the past two weeks I have travel-
led by car to Carnarvon, Merredin, and
Manjimup, and by plane I have travelled
with the Deputy Premier through many
other country areas. We travelled to
prlaces such as Wyalkaitchem, Mukinbudin,
Southern Cross, Merredin, Kondinin,
Narembeen, Hyden, Galrdner River, and
Jerramungup. It was obvious to us that
a number of shire councils would have
diffieulty in declaring their districts as
drought-affected areas because of the
differing circumstances.

The affected areas are extremely paichy.
There might be two or three geod proper-
ties and then there will be a bad one next
door. There are varying circumstances
on farms which are close together, and
I agree with what the Deputy Premier had
to say—the drought-affected areas are not
as badly affected as has been indicated.
Not for one moment am I saying that the
country distriets are in good condition,
becaurse in some cases the position is not
at all good. However, in some cases X
was surprised to see water and pasture,
particularly in view of what we had been
Ied to believe by the Press.

In some cases farmers said that they
had enough water to take them through
till Christmas time. This alone is not
good, T admit, but in some cases there
were no immediate problems in this re-
gard. However, if we do not get rain in
substantial quantities in the very near
future there will be problems beeause it
is doubtful whether in some areas they
will get any rain at all in October, Novem-
ber, or December. Therefore, they will
have insufficient water to carry them
through the summer, and this is when a
serious position will exist, and it is some-
thing for which we must be prepared.

A farmer in one district was already
carting water, but he had carted it in pre-
vious years, Therefore, although the
drought might have made him cart the
water a little earlier than usual, the posi-
tion was that this farmer had carted it in
previous years.

Mr, Bickerton: But at a little faster
rate.

Mr. O°'CONNOR: That is probably so.
Also, it may be a little more dificult to
get. In places serviced by scheme water
the position i{s not as bad as in others
where the dams are low and there is not
a large amount of water available. In
those districts the position can become
critical unless we get rain in the near
future. As the Deputy Premier pointed
out, the position is deteriorating day by
day, and if rain does not come soon, the
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position will become as critical as it has
been claimed to be in Press articles. Let
us hope such a situation does not arise.

Opposition members said that the Gov-
ernment had done nothing until the Op-
position made a move, I think that is
quite unfair,

Mr. Graham: Have you read the motion
and the amendment?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Certainly I have, and
I have listened to some of the speeches.

Mr. Graham: The amendment does not
say anything like that.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Have you read the
motion?

Mr. Graham: Yes, and I have read the
amendment,

Mr. O'CONNOR.: The honourable mem-
ber has not spoken yet but he will have
the opportunity to do so if he wants to
correct something I am saying.

Mr. Graham: I shail avail myself of
the opportunity.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am pleased about
that. When speaking, the member for
Victoria Park said that no preparations at
all were made to deal with the position
until the Opposition had drawn attention
to it in Parliament. This is completely
incorrect, as preparations had been made—
maybe not as many as some people would
like, but preparations had bheen made—
and the Government was doing what it
thought it should do in regard to the mat-
ter. When the Government asked the
local authorities whether they considered
any of their areas were drought-affected,
and if so they should be declared, up to
the 5th August I do not khow of any
authorities which said their districts were
drought-affected.

Mr. Bickerion: Did you get the impres-
sion from what the farmers said that the
Government had done what it should have
done in connection with this matter?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I think the farmers
were reasonably happy. They were ex-
tremely happy about the coarse grain posi-
tion and the fact that freight was heing
paid in connection with it. However, they
were disappointed about the fact that no
decision had been made up to that stage
regarding wheat because once the coarse
grains were used up they would, in most
cases, have to use wheat, which is most
expensive. They were concerned because
they wanted the price to be set at a reason-
able level. They wanted the price to he
brought down, and we hope it will be
brought down.

Mr. Bickerton: Don’t you agree that an
amendment like this does a lot of good in
that the matter is being debated in Par-
liament whereas normally that would not
be the case?
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Mr., O'CONNOR: I have no objection to
that, but I do object when the amendment
states that the Government has done
nothing, whereas in actual fact it has done
everything asked of it. Had it not done so,
I would have no objection to the amend-
ment.

The suppbly of coarse grain is very
limited and that grain will not last for
any length of time. Therefore we cer-
tainly hope that wheat will be sold at a
lower rate than the $1.70 indicated. The
Government has also said that it will assist
in stock-carting by subsidising or paying
the freight one way, and in paying the
freight on coarse grain.

Through the Departments of Works and
Mines, water supply equipment has been
sent out to the worst affected areas so that
drilling can commence in those districts
to enable water fo be supplied if it is
required by the farmers.

Mr. Mclver: Are these operations to be
carried out by employees of the Publie
Waorks Department?

Mr. Q'CONNOR: I do noft know, but I
do know the equipment was bheing sent to
Westonia and Jerramungup, the two worst
affected areas. A week before we arrived,
Jerramungup had 82 points of rain, which
could make a substantial difference and,
in some instances, could bring the crops
up to the required standard.

The Government has also appointed a
committee to assist with any water supply
equipment that is required. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture is setting up an office
and has indicated to the local autharities
in the drought-aflfected areas that its
officers are available to them at all times.
The authorities concerned have agreed to
keep in touch with the department and to
advise it of any detferioration or alteration
in the present condition. In conclusion, 1
wish to say, categorically, that I oppose
the motion,

Mr. Bickerton: Ch, no, surely noti

Mr. O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber would not have known, of course! I
do so because the Government has taken
action and intends to take further action
on this matter.

Mr. Jamieson: The Government will be
pleased to hear what you have just said.

Mr. O'CONNOR: What was that?

Mr. Jamieson: That you oppose the mo-
tion,

Mr, O'CONNOCR.: I meant to say that I
oppose the amendment. The Government
believes that it has taken action and has
taken it in time. As I have said, the posi-
tion can deteriorate, hut if rain falls in the
drought-affected areas—which we all hope
will occur—the position will be consider-
ably eased for all concerned.
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MR, McIVER (Northam) (7.47 p.m.]):
Without any hesitatlon I say there Is
definitely substance in the amendment
moved by the member for Vietoria Park. I
do so because I conslder the Government
has faliled to realise the actual situation
in which the State 1s placed in regard to
water supplies. Up until now most of the
speakers have confined their remarks to
the conditions in the drought-affected
areas, but the whole State is affected, and
the position will continue to deteriorate,
because most of the water that wiil be
supplied must be drawn from the com-
prehensive water scheme.

Already the water In the Mundaring
Welr Is 7ft. 83in. below the crest. This
time last year the level of the water flow-
ing over the crest was 4ft. 3% in. Up until
now the metropolitan area has received
only 1,938 points of rain, and the average
rainfall at this time is 2,815 points; so we
are 877 points below the average now. I
will not hore the House with the many
statistics I have here, but if one studles
them one will realise that the expected
rainfall will not exceed the evapor-
ation rate until March, and that is a long
time to walt.

I am most critical of the lack of action
shown by the Government, because I
consider it should have already imposed
water restrictions in the metropolitan area.
I do not know when rain will fall, but
gazing into the heavens will not bring it
about. We have to face reallty and the
seriousness of the position in which we
are placed. Throwing political brickbats
in this Chamber will not bring about a
solution and reciting dates on which such-
and-such a statement was made will not
help, efther. It must be realised by all
members that the quantity of water drawn
from Mundaring Weir means that the
present storage capacity is insufficient to
meet the needs of not only those in the
drought-stricken areas, but also those In
the metropolitan area. Therefore I would
like to see water restrictions imposed
Immediately.

Mr. Rushton: How many years' supply
of water is there in the reservoirs now?

Mr. McIVER: In the dams serving the
metropolitan area?

Mr. Rushton: On the present rate of
consumption from the reservoirs serving
the metropolitan area.

Mr. McIVER: Irrespective of the quan-
tity of water in those reservoirs, it will not
be sufficient to meet the demands that will
be made. It is irrelevant to ask how much
water is in the reservpirs at the moment.
The fact remains that the comprehensive
water supply scheme must supply thou-
sands of gallons of water which will have
to be carted to the properties of those
farmers who are in serious need of it. I can
remember, In 1949-50, before the diesel
locomotives were introduced, the quantity
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of water that had to be carried on the
northern line for the requirements of the
railways only. There were countless trains
running 24 hours a day carting water to
meet the needs of the Raillways Depart-
ment,

We are now faced with the situation
where not only the requirements of the
farmers, but the requirements of the con-
sumers in the whole of the metropolitan
area, will have to be met. At present there
is only a frickle of water at Koojedda,
which is the highest polnt in my electorate
served by the goldfields water supply
scheme., Towards the end of this year
moves will be made to have extra pumps
installed to increase the pressure in the
plpes.

As a resull of questions asked in this
House we have heard from the Minister
that bcoster stations will he installed at
Wundowle and Meckering to ensure that
the needs of the goldfields are met. This
has been brought about by the great de-
mand for water by the nickel industry at
Kambalda, but the fact is that by supply-
ing water, not only to farmers in the
drought-affected areas but also to con-
sumers in the metropolitan area, there
will be a greater drain on the compre-
hensive water supply scheme.

S0 I consider that a full and careful
analysis of our water resources should be
made immediately and restrictions should
be imposed not in December, bui now, so
that all consumers will be assured of an
adequate supply of water.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There is no ne-
cessity to do it now.

Mr. McIVER: I am pleased the Minister
has made that statement because I feel a
lot easier in my mind. Nevertheless, when
one sees the low level of the water in
Mundaring Weir—it is the lowest on
record for this time of the year—I think
the present situation should be reviewed.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The metropolitan
area is not served from Mundaring Weir.

Mr. McIVER.: That may be so, but I was
under the impression that the compre-
hensive water supply scheme could be
supplemented by water drawn from other
reservoirs, such as Canning Dam.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I draw the
honourable member’s attention to the
wording of the amendment. The subject
he is dealing with has no relation to it;
it refers to matters which have occurred
before a certain date.

Mr. McIVER: Quite so, Sir, but I was
pointing out to the Minister, in answer to
his interjection, the position in regard to
reservoirs.

Mr. Graham: It is a pity the Deputy
Speaker was not in the Chair earlier: the
Minisier for Railways would have been
rendered speechiess
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Mr. McIVER: This is one facet of the
problem that has not been considered
strongly enough by the Government, and
that is why there is substance in the
amendment moved by the member for Vic-
toria Park.

I was extremely interested to hear the
Minister for Railways mention that every
assistance will be given in regard to the
carting of water to drought-affected areas.
I suggest that steps should be taken to
ensure that the tanks will be in good con-
dition now and not wait until they are
needed, because in past years when a call
was made to use them it was found that
only half the tanks available were usable.
It was found that many of them were full
of mud and slush and not in a very satis-
factory condition,

Mr, O’Connor: Most of those areas are
connected with scheme water.

Mr. McIVER: Of course most of the
water which will be carted will be used to
assist those outside the comprehensive
water scheme, Therefore, I consider that
the present water situation should be
closely investigated; more closely than it
has heen up until now.

This brings me to another point which
I raised when speaking during the Address-
in-Reply debate. I suggested then that
when the State was asking for funds it
should seek assistance to relieve the serious
water shortage in this State. I now feel
that the drought has strengthened my case
for a State disaster fund to be established,
because if assistance had heen granted
along those lines the State would have
had available funds to draw upon and
so have been in a much hetter position to
face the situation in which it now finds
itself. As I said then—and I say it again
now—such a fund could meet any demand
made upon it in times of drought, fire, or
flood.

Mr. Gayfer: You never mentioned the
word ‘*drought” in your speech on the
Address-in-Reply.

McIVER: That could be so, but I was
referring to all disasters. If I did not
mentionn the word “drought” at the time
it did not in any way detract from my
suggestion that a State fund should be
established so that money could be avail-
able to meet any urgent situation.

It is interesting to hear of the role the
railways will play in this emergency by
carting water to the drought-affected areas.
I helieve this highlights the policy of the
Government in regard to the closure of
railways in this State. In the past the
railways have played an important part
in the agricultural areas by supplying the
farmers with water, and later on with
feed which the farmers so badly needed.
If the Government contemplates the
closure of some railway lines in the
garicultural areas we will face a worse
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situation than that with which we are
faced now. The closure of these railways
would be a retrograde step. ’

In bringing to the Governmeni's notice
the true situation in regard fo water sup-
plies, I feel I have made my peint, and
after hearing the Minister for Water Sup-
plies say there is no need for any anxiety,
I am a little relieved.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I did not quite
say that there was no need for any
anxiety. We are anxious to have water,

Mr. Bickerton: Is the Minister anxious?,

Mr, Ross Hutchinson: I am always con-
cerned about the welfare of the country.

Mr. McIVER: When one considers that
g 42-inch main has had to be installed
now to meet the demands of the gold-
fields, and the quantity of water that will
be consumed within the next six months,
there is no doubt that there is a definite
need to have a close look at our present
water resources and, if necessary, impose
restrictions at an early date so there
will be ample water in this State for every-
hody. I support the amendment.

MR, STEWART (Merredin-Yilgarn)
[8 pm.]: I have been very interested
in the remarks of members in giving

their opinions on dry land farming. As
one whao has spent a lifetime in this
type of farming and been able to survive,
I would like {0 make some comments on
what the Government proposes to do. In
dry land farming one of the factors is to
organise against the wvariable, and one
often faces a difficult time at some stage
of the season. It might be at the begin-
ning of the season, or it might be at the
end. On the present occasion the difficulty
has heen a rather long and sustained cne.

When we look at the countryside—I
am dealing particularly with the Merredin-
Yilgarn electorate, and centres like
Southern Crass, Westonia. Narembeen, ete.
—we find thousands of acres of crops
which are still green in colour and which
have noi browned off as yvet. The President
of the Yilgarn Shire was most annoyed
that, the Southern Cross district was de-
clared a drought area in the area desig-
nated as section 3. Only on Thursday last
the member for Katanning, together with
the Minister for Railways, visited the
district.

Mr. Jamieson; You are referring to the
Minister for Agrieulture.

Mr. STEWART: Yes. When he left, the
district received 25 to 30 points of rain.
The Minister for Agriculture is coming up
again next Saturday, so we all hope that
more rain will fall when he leaves. So
far as the water shortage is concerned,
not every farmer is affected. A propor-
tion of the farmers has sufficient water,
but some others do not.
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Regarding the key dam scheme, a fort-
night ago I saw three dams on one farm
‘at Warrachappen which had 14 feet of
water in them. The water had been stored
from the previous year. This shows that the
difficulties of providing sufficient water
for stock can be overcome. A positive step,
by way of sending out water boring plants
to drill for water at likely places, has been
taken by the Government to assist
farmers in areas outside the modified
comprehensive scheme.

I now refer to the rainfall pattern of
this State. The statisties show that in
June of last year very heavy rainfall was
experienced. If we look at the rainfall
pattern of the two worst drought years
experienced in Western Australia—that is,
in 1914 and in 1940—we will see that the
summers of those years were reasonably
wet, Under this pattern it could he ex-
pected that in the coming monihs the
season would break and rain would fall
early next year,

As far as the feed position is concerned,
the Government has acted very rationally,
by releasing coarse grain and by paying
the freight rates. Certainly there was not
& great quantity of course grain available;
the Leader of the Opposition has spoken
of 13,000 tons being available, but what
is that when it has to be distributed among
33,000,000 sheep? If the drought con-
tinues—which I hope it will not—what I
would like the Government to do is to
release wheat from the wheat pool to the
farmers who are affected, on the basis
that the wheat so distributed will be re-
turned to the pool from the next harvest.
This could possibly be the key to the whole
problem if the drought worsens.

One aspect that has to be recognised
is that the sheep should be retained on the
farms as long as possible, If a farmer
can afford to retain the sheep on the
farm, he will be able to double or treble
their value, as compared with the value
to be ohtained by a forced sale.

The Government has instructed officers
of the Department of Agriculture to pre-
pare a booklet on drought feeding. Last
week a field day was held at Merredin, and
140 farmers turned up to receive advice
from the departmental officers on how to
feed their sheep. I would commend the
Minister for this rational and realistic
approach to the problem. He is taking
some positive action without panicking.
When one is in difficulty, what one should
not do is to panic.

MR. JONES (Collie) [8.6 pm.]: I would
not agree that I have been pressured to
get on my feet to say a few words on this
amendment, That is far from the truth.
Irrespective of what has been said by
members opposite, they did not express the
true views of the farmers who have been
affected by the drought. During the last
weekend a number of farmers in the
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drought affected areas took the oppor-
tunity to phone me, and the position as
revealed by them is somewhat different
from that outlined by members opposite
this evening.

Mr, O’Connor; Where have you ob-
tained that information?
Mr. JONES: 1 can give the names of

the persons concerned. I also received a
number of telephone calls from farmers in
branches of the Farmers’ Union requesting
me to urge the Government to take more
active steps in the field of relief; and these
branches are in districts within my elec-
torate.

I agree with the amendment whole-
heartedly, The Minister for Railways
said that some action.has been taken by
the Government, but I think the right
terminology is to describe it as very slow
action. What concerns me is whether the
Government has given close attention to
all factors which would be of assistance
in this desperate situation.

I do not know whether this is generally
accepied by members opposite, but to me
it does not matter very much whether or
not an area is declared to be a drought
area. When we see the large numbers of
sheep which are dying—as indicated by
reports which have appeared in the Press
—there is need for urgent action to be
taken. I asked a question of the Minister
for Lands last week in relation to the
grazing of stock on Crown land that has
been handed back to the Government,
because I thought that here was an oppor-
tunity for some stock from the northern
drought areas fo be grazed on these areas
in the south. The Minister's reply was—

Urgent consideration is being given
to ail reguests for rights to graze
stock on Crown Iland,

In my distriet, and a number of other
districts extending as far as Boyup Brook,
there are numerous properties which had
previously been used for grazing, but which
are not now so used. These properties
could be used to graze stock from the
drought stricken areas.

Mr. Young: Where are they? I am
locking for some of these!
Mr. JONES: The honourable member

seems to have a doubt. If he cares to take
notes of the names I mention he will be
able to verify that what I have to say is
correct. One of these properties is just
east of Collie, and this had been used for
the grazing of sheep. On this property
there are dams, and it comprises 19,000
acres. It had been occupied by Mr. Eric
Kelly. I understand this property is still
open for lease. Here is a property of
19,000 acres which could be utilised in an
emergency such as the present one.

A similar property of 7,000 acres was
previously occupied by S, Jackson & Son.
This property also contains dams, and
could be used for the grazing of stock from
the drought areas.



[Wednesday, 27 August, 1969.1

Mr. O'Connor:
information on?

Mr. JONES: 1 asked the Minister for
Lands a question in this House on Wed-
nesday last in regard to this aspect, and
the reply I got was—

Urgent consideration is being given
to all requests ‘for rights to graze
stock on Crown land.

If the organisation which the Minister
has suggested the Government has
formed has been making investigations
then it must have found what I have in-
dicated is the position.

Mr, O°Connor: ‘This is Crown land to
which you are referring?

Mr. JONES: Yes. I have just started
{0 give the names of the suitable proper-
ties which can be used. Another area in
my district, formerly oceupied by Woods,
Harley, and Hunter, and used for grazing,
has been returned to the Crown. This
could also be used for the grazing of sheep.

If we lock at the forest areas of the
State we will find there are 4,500,000 acres
in the south-west. I do not suggest that
all this land would be suitable for the
grazing of stock; some of it is reserved as
water catchment areas and will not be
available for grazing. I am sure that some
of the forest areas could be used, and it
is much better to have the stock grazing
in these areas than lef{ in the drought
stricken areas.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Are any of the
farms which you have mentioned as hav-
ing been returned to the Crown in water
catchment areas?

Mr. JONES: I doubt whether they are.
Of course, all the Collie district is a water
catchment area. The two properties that
have heen used for grazing purposes have
dams on them. Farmers asked me
during the last weekend why the Govern-
ment cannot make available this forest
land for grazing in the present emergency.
Even if water has to be carted to the
stock in the forest land, it would be prefer-
gble to carting water to stock left in the
drought-affected areas.

This is the point I am raising: if the
committee is as active as has been sug-
gested, it should have looked into this
situation. Nobody can tell me that some
portion of our forest reserves could not be
made available for grazing purposes. It
strikes me that what was suggested as
having been done has not, in my view,
really been done. I suggest that it is not
too late at this point of time for the
Government to consider the proposition
which I have advanced.

Another aspect which exercises my mind
is the position in which the farmers will
find themselves when they restock their
farms. Even the Minister for Agriculture
indicated this evening that some of the
stock which is now reaching the Midland

Did you forward this
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Junction Abattoir is not acceptable. What
will be the situation when farmers reach
the stage of restocking their properties?

The Minister has suggested that the
trade unions might be asked to co-operate.
I wonder whether the interests represented
by members opposite will also co-operate
when the time comes for restocking. I
realise that in a number of areas the situa-
tion is very bad, and that more bad fimes
have yet to come; but I hope that when
the farmers have to obtain finance to
restock their farms the terms will be more
favourable than they are now.

Mr. Graham: The trade unions will not
have any relationship to the restocking of
the farms. The purpose which the union-
ists serve is io slaughter the animals that
are sent to the abattoir.

Mr. JONES: It has been suggested that
trade unionists could assist at this point
of time at the abattoir, but I suggest that
other interests could also give assistance
when the time for restacking arrives.

Mr. Dunn: At what point of time are we
now?
Mr. JONES: I am glad some member

opposite supports me! This takes me to
the question of finance. Last week I asked
a question in regard to the releasing of
wheat for stock feeding. I do not know
how far the State Government has gone
in this regard; but I do think it would be
preferable for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to make wheat available to the
farmers from the wheat pool, on the basis
that the wheat so taken is replaced by
wheat from subSequent harvests. I am of
the firm opinion that when the farmers
reach the stage of restocking their pro-
perties they will be affected financially.
The scheme of advancing wheat from the
pool would be one method of assisting the
farmers to overcome their financial
problems when they are restocking.

It is all very well for Ministers to say
that the Government is doing all it can to
relieve the situation. What I have said
in regard to making available grazing land
in the south-west held by the Crown
clearly indicates to me that all that could
be done has not been done. I do hope that
the Government, after hearing my views,
will undertake an immediate investigation
to determine whether there is any essence
in my recommendations. I support the
amendment.

MR. YOUNG (Roe) [8.15 pm.]l: I have
listened with interest to references on both
sides of the House in regard to the drought
problem we are experiencing at the
moment, and I will try to confine myself
to things that happened prior to the 6th
August. We seem to be bogged down on
that date as being the one on which the
Labor Opposition suddenly realised these
conditions were prevaling in the agricul-
tural areas and that we on this side of
the House were not aware of the position.
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It was at a meeting at Boxwood Hill on
the 31st May that the first mention was
made of drought conditions in this State
and, at that stage, one could hardly have
referred to the situation as a drought:
the conditions were brought about by tne
lack of late spring rains. Would anyone
sugegest that a drought should have been

declared last spring, in a year of plenty? .

It was a wonderful year in most parts of
the State but the southern coast missed
out on late spring rains which meant the
farms there had no supply of clover seed.

The problem actually started in February
of this year with sheep that have normally
relied on clover seed for feed. This was not
prevalent as the burr did not contain any
worth~while amount of seed. Had we been
aware that this would be the position, we
should have declared a drought last Sep-
tember, when the rains were light along
the south coast.

After the meeting at Boxwood Hill, the
position was put before the Government
and assistance was immediately given.
Transport restrictions were lifted so that
operators—these were not farmers, but
coniract carters—could operate outside
their zones in order to cart feed. We ap-
proached Mr. O'Neil—of whom we have
heard so much tonight—who is Manager
of the Grain Pool, and neo coarse grains
were shipped from that area after the
week immediately following the 31st May.
In fact, a boat which was tied up in Albany
and being loaded with cats from Tambel-
lup was diverted to FPremantle for topping
up, and all grain in the southern areas
was reserved for grain hand feeding. So,
at the 31st May, the Government was well
aware of the posifion in the southern dis-
tricts.

Mr. Moir: What did it do?

Mr. YOUNG: It lifted transport re-
strictions and allowed grains that were
normally shipped out to remain in the
area. The Government also made provi-
sion for a geologist to operate in the grea
for some five weeks prior to the 6th August.
He entered farmers’ properties to assess
the water potential of the area. Now‘f.hat
summer is rapidly approaching and winter
is finished there is a water problem, and
a boring plant will operate in the area
from Monday next.

The ground work was carried out months
ago and I am afraid I cannot, for a minute,
go along with the supposition that noth-
ing was known about this drought before
the wonderful date of the 6th August.

The question of stock in an emaciated
condition being sent to Midland has been
discussed here tonight. I think all prac-
tical farmers realise that the greatest
number of these sheep would be old-—those
that had been retained in years of plenty.
We are all aware that over the past five
or six seasons we have enjoyed above
average rainfall throughout the greater
part of the agricultural area.
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The Leader of the Opposition made play
tonight of some seven inches of rain re-
ceived in Dalwallinu last June and some
two inches received this year. Of course,
the Leader of the Opposition was not pre-
pared to say by how much the seven inches
was above the average applying generally
throughout the agricultural areas last year.

1 know that in my own case I experi-
enced 6§26 points of rain in June and if 1
could have obtained any relief it would
have been floed relief, not drought relief,

Some reference was made tonight to the
water position., The member for Northam
mentioned that the level of Mundaring
Weir is very low. Of course, the greatest
amount of water drawn inte the compre-
hensive scheme in the southern districts
comes from the Wellington Dam. The
member for Collie may be able to inform
me of the position in regard to the Wel-
lington Dam.

Mr. Jones: In respect of marron?

Mr. YOUNG: No, water. There have
been substantial rains in the south-west
corner of the State and I understand
there is plenty of water in the Wellington
Dam. This can be piped into the south-
ern areas of the State which are badly
affected because of the dry situation and
which are not dependent upon water from
Mundaring,

In the country districts there is still
ava_i]able some 14 days' supply of coarse
grain, Play has been made tonight on the
fact that no decision has been made as
yet regarding the release of wheat at $1.10,
less freight, as suggested by the Govern-
ment. This wheat belongs to the Wheat
Board and is under its control. My un-
derstanding is that the board meets to-
morrow and will make a decision.

Mr. Jamieson: Is any memher here on
the Wheat Board?

Mr. YOUNG: No, I de not think so.
For some time the farmers have been very
distressed that the board has not been
prepared up to this time to allow the
wheat to go out at a figure below £1.71,
the home conswnption price. However,
the Government has announced that
it has approached the board on the sub-
Ject, and the board is to make a decision
tomorrow, and if that deeision is not the
one we are hoping to hear, we will still have
ample time in which to make a decision
regarding the redelivery of wheat to
farmers. The drought committee has been
in operation for over a fortnight now, and
the answer will be forthcoming as soon
as we know the reply from the board.

I do not think—although this has been
suggested by members opposite—any gaood
purpose would he served by the announce-
ment of an alternative scheme prior to
the receipt of the board’s decision, because
immediately such an announcement were
made the board would be let off the hook.
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If we state now that if the hoard does
not agree, we will do so-and-so, the board
will immediately say it did hot agree with
the programme and that the Government
should carry the baby. If some system
could be adopted under which the farmers
could get their own wheat back, on a
redelivery programme, every farmer
would be more than happy, particularly
at that price. It would bring the price of
wheat weill below that of oats and barley,

I know that some farmers at this point
of time are not taking delivery of coarse
grain, hopihg for a decision on wheat, be-
cause wheat will be better value. The
Government must feel great satisfaction
from the imnplementation of a scheme to
get feed to the sheep at such g low price.

Mr, Bickerton: I gather you are sup-
porting the amendment?

Myr. Dunn: How long can a sheep survive
on a bushel of wheat?

Mr. YOUNG: I now have two Inter-
jections,

Mr. Bickerton: Don’t worry about the
other one.

Mr. YOUNG: One question was, “How
long can a sheep survive on a bushel of
wheat?” That question is a bit beyond my
arithmetical ability at the moment, but I
understand that two-thirds of a pound a
day will feed one sheep on drought feed-
ing, which is 920 days for one bushel. I
understand that at the moment no area
of the State would be 100 per cent. drought
feeding. Some pickings are still available
in the paddocks, so it would require less
than that amount to keep a dry sheep—
not a lactating ewe—in a forward store
condition, which is a little better than
poor condition, for the information of
those who do not know the meaning of
“forward store condition.” Now what was
the question of the member for Pilbara?

Mr. Bickerton: I take it from your re-
marks that you are supporting the amend-
ment. Would I be correct?

Mr. YOUNG: The honourable member
would be definitely wrong. Now I am lost;
where was I? The member for Collie men-
tioned the areas in and around Collie, in-
cluding the McAlinden area, in connection
with the agistment of sheep. He mentioned
two or three places in which I am very
interested, hecause I am looking for such
an area myself.

Last week I approached the Conservator
of Forests regarding the areas of State
forests which would he thrown open for
aplstment. I was informed that all this
land is mow in the hands of the Rural
Drought Relief Committee, which is
allocating it to groups of farmers on a
priority basis so that no specuwlators can
move In, take a lease of Crown land, or
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forest land, and then let 1t out and fiddle
with the cost and the amount of agistinent
they make available.

Mr. Jones: Don‘t you think the Govern-
ment has been slow in this respect?

Mr. YOUNG: No. Hope springs eternal
in the farmer's breast, and we have been
waliting until the death-knock—the far-
mers have been, not the Government-—to
see whether we have to shift our sheep out.
The winter rains are usually finished by
August and the farmers are dependent on
a good thunder storm or raln storm to
repletlish the water supplies. However,
the point of no return has been reached
and large numbers of sheep will have to
he moved out.

The bhiggest drawback in regard io the
land around Collie is that most of the
forest country is riddied with poison.

Mr. Jones: Only certain areas.

Mr. YOUNG: It would not be much
advantage for a farmer to dash to Collle
with a few thousand sheep and then re-
turn later to find they had died because
they had eaten poison. They might as well
stay where they are, Until these areas have
been delineated there is nothing the Gov-
ernment can do about them, It would be
useless for a farmer himself to seek agist-
ment if there is a lo{ of poison in the area.
The membher for Collie did mention some
areas which had already been used for
grazing, and I am pleased to hear of this
?ecause I imagine they must be poison-
ree.

I think I have covered all I wish to say
on this subject. Regarding the area I rep-
resent, and the guestions I have asked over
some 12 or 13 weeks—since the 31st May
when the problem was first publicised, both
in the Press and by virtue of a meeting
held at Gairdner River—the Government
has been on the ball. It has done every-
thing I have asked for the farmers—I have
been only the spokesman—and it has
given every assistance. I therefore oppose
the amendment,

MR. MOIR (Boulder-Dundas) [8.30
p.am.]l: I support the smendment and I
think it is highly justified. I have listened
with interest to what members on the other
side of the House have had to say. Some
of the members sitting behind the Govern-
ment seem to have gained the impression
from the amendment, and from the
speeches made on this side of the House,
that it is a reflection on them for not
knowing what the pesition was in the
country.

Last week I pointed out to the Deputy
Premier that the members of his own
party representing country electorates
had no doubt told him of the position;
I have no doubt they have so informed
him. I have never been in any doubt
about them at all, and they probably know
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the situation better than anyone else in
this House. What we are criticising is
the non-action on the part of the Govern-
ment.

This is guite obviously brought about by
the remarks and statements made by the
Deputy Premier and Minister for Agri-
culture when he denied that there was a
drought in the State on the 6th August.
He denied that in very dogmatic ferms too.
The member for Roe said that the word
“drought’” was first used-on the 31st May,
at Boxhill,

I have an earlier reference to the drought
which appears in a headline on the 19th
May. It was rather optimistic because it
appeared after some rain had fallen in
the country districts. The heading was,
“Drought Breaks”, and appears in big
print. That heading appeared on the 19th
May, so there was talk of drought at that
time. This situation has gone on for some
time. There is no doubt that in some areas
it was not serious, but in other areas it
was serious and people were fearing what
might happen.

I suppose everybody was hoping against
hope that the rain would come and the
water supply worry would be over, or
would not eventuate. However, a person
who has had ahy farming experience at
all knows that he is apprehensive when a
season does not start off right. True, we
see seasons which start slowly snd turn
out quite well. Again, rain can fall very
well in the early part of the season, but
conditions can be dry towards the end of
the season,

However, the present gituation has
developed gradually. I draw the attention
of members to the Jerramungup district.
We have been hearing about the critical
situation which has existed there for quite
a long time. It was rather disturbing to
hear a Minister who holds the portfolio
of Minister for Agriculture and at the
same time is the Deputy Premier of this
State absolutely denying that the position
was as serious as it obviously was. The
position was obviously serious on the 6th
August, and I think some members are
aware of that fact because they have been
goi;ting out what has been done since that

ate.

The resuit of what has been done since
then is the matter brought forward by
the Opposition., It should not be the func-
tion of the Opposition to point out to the
Government a serious state of affairs in
the farming areas when it is obvious to
everybody. I would like to refresh mem-
bers’ minds by referring to page 88 of
Hansard, where the Depuly Premier inter-
jected when the Leader ef the Opposition
mentioned the word “*drought” and said-—

You are trying to panic a situation.
What areas of the State are suffering
from drought conditions? Name them
please,
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The Deputy Premier went on to say—

Yesterday we were in touch with 15
local authorities and not one will ad-
mit at this point of time that drought
conditions obtain in its area,

What knowledgeable person here, from a
farming area, would seek that informa-
tion from the shire office? That informa-
tion is sought from resident farmers who
would be movre likely to khow the condi-
tions than the officers of the shire. At any
rate, the officers of the shire would not
take it on themselves to say that condi-
jons were as bad as they were.

Mr. Young: The question could be puf
to the shire clerk.

Mr. MOIR: The member for Roe would
know, as well as I do, that the word
‘drought” is used very reluctantly in any
farming area. Very often the existence of
a drought can be seen by observers but the
people concerned will not face up.to the
fact. They do not like the word “*drought”.
It is a horrible word as far as farming
areas are concerned,

The Leader of the Opposition, during his
speech, said—

I am concerned as to whether the
Government believes there are any
areas of real distress in the farming
community.

The Deputy Premier then interjected—

That is a different situation alto-
gether. You said “drought.” The
Government admits there are some
areas of distress, but not areas of
drought. There is a difference.

Of course, we Enow there is a difference
between greas of distress and areas of
drought. I do not think it can be
denied that at the time the debate took
place, and those interjections were made,
there was a drought in some of the areas.
There is no doubt about that. The Deputy
Premier further interjected and said—

The Government has everything
under control.

What a fatuous remark, because it is guite
obvious the Governtnent does not have
everything under control. Even now the
Government is only getting things under
way, 21 days after the eschange to which
I hagre referred took place in the Parlia-
ment.

The member for Roe mentioned the
Government geologists making a survey in
an area, and he mentioned that a drill
would be starting next Monday, That is
yvery pleasing, but I ask him, through you,
Mr. Speaker, what will ane drill accom-
plish? Not very much in dry hungry dis-
tricts. We think the Government should
have got cracking long ago, because the
location of water supplies is always an
asset in good years, bad years, or indif-
ferent years.
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I pointed out just recently how the Labor
Government, when in office, started a
hydrological section in the Mines Depart-
ment with the idea of carrying out syste-
matic drilling in the recognised dry areas
of the State in so far as underground
water supplies were concerned. I am quite
sure that if that programme had been
developed and carried on by this present
Government a far different situation would
exist in many of the areas of the State
today and the Minister for Water Sup-
plies would not be facing the shortage
which willi occur later in the year if the
affected areas do not get heavy rains. We
hope the areas will get the rain.

I do not think the Deputy Premier really
believed whaf he said when he interjected
during the speech made by the Leader of
the Opposition. I think he was blaying
politics at the time, because he had the
situation brought very forcibly to his notice
prior to that date. I will refer to a report
published in the Kalgoorlie Miner of the
26th July, 1969. The article is headed,
“Stock feed position critical in W.A,
agricultural areas. Farmers faced with
expensive prospect of extensive hand-
feeding.” The dateline of the article is
Perth, July 25th, and reads as follows:—

The stock feed position in most W.A.
agricultural areas had almost reached
the critical stage, Mr. T. E. Sullivan,
secretary of the Farmers' Union, said
to-night.

Representatives of the wunion's
general executive met the Agriculture
Minister, Mr. Nalder, to-day to ex-
press concern at the situation.

Mr. Sullivan said that reports of the
feed and water supply shortage from
delegates to the wunion’s quarterly
executive meeting, indicated that an
emergency situation was imminent.

Widespread rain was required
urgently. Even daily delays would
mean an increase in stock losses al-
ready occurring in some districts.

Mr. Sullivan went on further to say what
the conditions were in certain country
areas—

Many farmers were seeking the
release of grain from country storage
instaliations. They were faced with
the prospect of spending considerable
money on grain for hand feeding to
livestock.

It was contended that:—

The pasture supply had rapidly
detertorated and that tentative
arrangements should be prepared
now, rather than wait for the
situation to reach emergenecy or
drought proportions.

Even if rain was received in the
next week or so the pasture growth
would be retarded by starving
stock.
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There could be a disaster if
nothing at all was done except
to wait for rain. Some im-
mediate action was needed.

That is the way the situation impressed
me at the time the Deputy Premier spoke
on this subject. He spoke the other even-
ing, I think he must have realised un-
doubtedly the situation that existed hut
he is like the fictional character, Micaw-
ber; he was waiting for something te turn
up. In this ease, the Minister was hoping
that it would rain. We heard his philo-
sophy tonight when he said that a deluge
or a good heavy fall of rain could change
the situation overnight. Members on the
other side of the House must know that
while that could be true, the situation is
not going to be relieved overnight. We
must still face the facts of the situation.
As a matter of fact very heavy rains
could mean a disaster. Heavy rains fol-
lowed by c¢old weather would cause enor-
mous losses amongst the stock in the
country at the present time.

I consider the Opposition has every right
to be critical of the Government when it
sees a situation like this which is alarm-
ing to everyone, Whether one is a farmer,
just an ordinary member of the com-
munity, or a representative of other sec-
tions of the people the position is alarm-
ing. We all know that nobody can stop
a drought if it comes; that is something
beyond our control. At the same time,
though, we can take measures to alleviate
the consequences of a drought and we
should take those measures quickly when
it is expected that the most good will be
gained,

I take exception to another utterance
made by the Deputy Premier; namely, his
statement that the Press misrepresented
the picture in country areas. The Minis-
ter even went so far as to imply that a
photo which appeared in the paper, and
which members saw, was faked. He even
went so far as to suggest that the photo
of the ewe and the lamb on the front
page of The Counitryman, which is where I
saw it, was, in fact, a photo of a wether
and a lamb. In my time I have had
something to do with sheep and I do not
know who could tell me whether the sheep
was a wether or a ewe.

Mr. Cash: One could not tell you.

Mr. MOIR: All I know is that it was
not a ram, or it does not appear to be.
I consider the Deputy Premier was in a
critical position and prepared to say any-
thing to try to smooth his way out of it.
The Minister for Transport also referred
to the misrepresentation of the Press.

Mr. O'Connor: I did not.
Mr. MOIR: My hearing must be very

poor. Perhaps we should look at Hansard
when it is published.
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Mr. G'Coanor: I did not use

‘ that word at all.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister may not have
used that word but what he said means
the same thing,

Mr, O'Connor: I sald the position was
not as bad as it appeared to be.

Mr. MOIR: In other words, the Minister
was saying that the Press had misrep-
resented the situation. He said that it
was not as bad as it appeared to be.

Mr., O°Connor: I did not say that. I
said that in some speots you might get a
bad section; that the position is patchy;
but that, generally speaking, the position
is nothing near as bad as it appears.

Mr. Graham: You found all that out in
a day?

Mr. O'Connor: No, I have had a couple
of weeks in the country which is a couple
of weeks more than the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition has had.

Mr. Graham: You would be wrong.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson; Then, one and
three-quarter weeks.

Mr. MOIR: I do not think the Press in
this State 1s an alarmist Press. I con-
sider it would be as concerned as we are
about the effects in the country. I do
not think the Press would knock things
in the country.

Mr, O’'Neil: You will get on.

Mr. MOIR: For the henefit of the
Minister for Labour, I do not care whether
or not I get on with the Press. I would
like to refer to an article which appeared
in The Esperance Advertiser, which I con-
sider is a very conservative type of journal
and not given to panic headlines or any-
thing like that. An article appeared on
the 8th August, which stated, in part—

Conditions in some parts of the mal-
hacf'z are reported to be the worst since
1924,

Certainly the conditions must have been
bad when this article appeared; because,
unfortunately, there were very dry years
in the 1930s in the mallee which caused
considerable distress at the time. Never-
theless, it was stated that the position was
the worst since 1924. It goes on to say—

Large numbers of sheep are dying
as paddock feed has been eaten down
to the sand.

Every member would agree that if paddock
feed is eaten down fo the sand there is
nathing left for stock to eat. It says—

Several farmers are reported to
have used root rakes to heap dead
sheep ready for burning.

Farmers are buying large quantities
of seed oals to feed their dying sheep
and frail cattle.

From what I have learnt of that area, that
statement is perfectly true. Further on
in the same edition of the paper there is

We will,
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@ photo of a farm. The condition of the
land is poor and the following appears
under the photo:—

Dams are dry and sheep are dying.
Other areas of Esperance and at
Ravensthorpe and beyond the situa-
tion is becoming more desperate.

I do not think that paper would exag-
gerate the conditions in an area stch as
that; because Salmon Gums has had many
good seasons in latter years and has been
looked upon &s @ very prosberous district.

Mr. O’Connor: Would you say all that
area is in the same condition?

Mr. MOIR: No, not all of it is. As a
matter of fact the position is quite egood
a little south of Salmon Gums at Grass
Patch and at Scadden where the Minister
has had the reeent railway trouble.

Mr. Young: Seadden is good, but Grass
Patch is no good.

Mr. MOIR,: The areas are in patches.
I understand that some parts of the Es-
perance area could have auite a good
season. There seem to be good feed pros-
pects and good crop prospects, but these
are isolated areas and represent no con-
solation to a person who happens o be
in an afflicted area. Probably he might
be glad to know that somebody a few miles
away is doing all right and, at least is
not in the same boat, but it does not help
him much. That is the situation.

I think the amenhdment moved by the
Opposition is perfectly justified on the
grounds mentioned and also because the
Government did not see fit to make the’
announcement in this Parliament with
regard to the steps it was goihg to take.
I hope the Government will take notice
of the objections taken by members on
this side of the House. After all, in all
probability it is not such a great number
of votes which causes the Government to
occupy that side of the House and the
Opposition to occupy this side. We are
all members elected hy the people and,
as members of the Parliament, we have
a right to know all these things.

I should think that the announcement
made by the Minister for Transport to-
night has probably allayved gquite a lot of
fear. Again, had this motion not been
moved, probably we would never have
learnt about it; or, at some future date,
the Minister might have made an an-
nouncement in the Press. The Govern-
ment should not be afraid to take the
members of the Parliament into its con-
fidence.

I was very pleased to hear the remarks
made tonight by the Minister for Water
Supplies; because those of us in the dis-
tant parts of the State are concerned
about how we will fare and how industry
will fare with regard to water supplies.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I sald that three
weeks ago.
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Mr. MOIR: In the House?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: No, in the Press.

Mr. MOIER: That means the Minister
said it outside Parliament. Why not say it
in the House and let members of Parlia-
ment into it?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I was questioned
by a reporter.

Mr. MOIR: We cannot read alli the
papers, This is my objection, Mr. Speaker.
It is the easiest thing in the world for a
Minister to receive the permission of the
House to make a statement on some
serious aspect of the State's life. The
matter before the House is very serlous
and it may become far more serious.

We fervently hope it will not. Consider-
ing our experience in past years, it could
hecome worse, and I think nothing short
of a miracle will salleviate the present
position. It could be, of course, that the
State will still enjoy bounteous rains in
the few remaining weeks of the season, but
I think the prospects of that are becoming
fainter and fainter.

I think the Government takes the wrong
attitude altogether when members on this
side of the House show concern about the
situation. The welfare of the State is not
the prerogative of the Government alone;
it is the concern of every member in this
House. I .am certain that each and every
member, as well as the majority of the
people outside Parliament, is concerned
about the current position. The reper-
cussions of the drought could be extensive,
because we know that even now the dam-
age that has been done will take a long
time to repair, and the farmers will take
a long time to recover. It will take a con-
siderable time to replace the flocks that
have been depleted, because they cannot
be huilt up in 12 months. I feel sure that
what I have said will indicaie that I
believe the amendment to the motion for
the adoption of the Address-In-Reply is
completely justified.

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt. Matrshall) [8.52
p.m.l: On Thursday afternoon last I was
most surprised to hear the member for
Victoria Park move the amendment which
we are now debating. In perusing it I
agree with the Minister for Railways that
it is incorrect to claim the Government
has been oblivious to the position. In his
speech the member for Victoria Park re-
ferred to an interjection by the Minister
for Agriculture during the speech made
by the Leader of the Opposition on the 6th
August. He said that the Minister for
Agriculture denied there was any drought.
The Minister said the Government admit-
ted there were areas of distress. That
was on the 6th August.

On Monday, the 4th August, the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, who was Acting
Premier at the time, announced that
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freight concessions would be granted on
the transport of coarse grain for stock
feed. That was two days before the 6th
August. Therefore, how can the Oppo-
sition fairly claim that the Minister was
oblivious to the situation when, two days
befare this speech was made, he announced
that freight concessions were to be granted
on the transport of coarse grain for stock
feed? That is a point which clearly indi-
cates that the amendment is incorrect.

A little later in the speech made by the
member for Victoria Park, the Minister
for Lands and Forests interjected by ask-
ing, “Have you been out to find out about
the position? I have travelled over 3,000
miles in the last few weeks to see for my
self.” At that point the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition interjected by saying,
“Some of us on this side have.” On the
15th July, the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition, accompanied by other members of
the Opposition, travelled through the Kel-
lerberin area. In that area no mention
was made of declaring it or surrounding
parts to be drought areas, and that was
more than a fortnight before the 6th
August, when the interjections were
made during the speech by the Leader of
the Opposition. So, on the 15th July,
there was no talk of these areas being
declared drought areas.

At Bencubbin, on the 12th August, 196
farmers and businessmen attended a meet-~
ing at which I was present, together with
The Hon. N. BE. Baxter. During the course
of the meeting, discussion took place on the
current position in the shires surounding
Bencubbin, Mukinbudin, Westonia, and
Merredin, and there were many who stood
up and claimed that their particular areas
should ke declared drought areas. How-
ever there were others who stood up and
denied that they wanted their areas to be
declared drought areas, At fhat meet-
ing, on the 12th August, the opinion of
those present was divided. This was
almost a week later than this magic date,
the 6th August.

During the discussion at this meeting
held in Bencubbkin one shire president said
that at that point he was not prepared to
support any motion which claimed that
his shire should be declared a drought
area. After considerable debate a motion
was moved to the effect that the eastern
and north-eastern agricultural areas
should bhe declared drought areas. The
motion was carried in that form despite
the fact that its wording was rather wide
and sweeping and somewhat vague I
therefore insisted that those present at the
meeting had to be more specific with the
wording of the motion, because in its
existing form it covered such a wide area,
and I said that bhefore an investigation
could be made by the Minister the motion
would have t0 be more specific in the in-
formation it intended to convey.
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Lengthy discussion ensued and it was
then agreed to name the shires which
they thought should be declared drought
areas. This was on the 12th August. In-
formation was then given by a man who
had conducted a survey through the areas
affected. Ten shires were named and the
information was given to me fo pass on
to the Minister for Agriculture. The next
day I conveyed this information to the
Minister who invited me into his office.
He called in the President of the Drought
Relief Committee (Mr. Burvill), and we
spent two hours discussing the situation.
For the Opposition to claim that the Gov-
ernment was oblivious to the position is,
I repeat, totally incorrect.

If they do not wish to continue to play
polities, surely it must be obvious to the
members of the Opposition, in making
statements such as this, that those farmers
on this side of the House who are directly
affected by having farms situated within
the drousht-affected aress would be
watching the position very closely.

Mr. Jamieson: We saw how your hair
stood on end when the Acting Premier
made the original statement.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I do not recall my
hair standing on end when the Acting
Premier made his statement.

Mr. Jamieson: Well, it did. There was
a rowdof four hairs and they really stood
on end.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I do not recall that,
I usually know when my hair stands on
end, and I think it stood on end when
the member for Victoria Park moved this
amendment. At the meeting held at Ben-
cubbin on the 12th August I was pleased
to be able to tell those present that the
Government had certain proposals in
mind for the extension of water supplies
to those aveas urgently in need of it for
stock and domestic purposes, by subsidis-
ing the boring for, and the cartage of, this
water.

The general comment was that the
farmers were very satisfied to hear the
Government was at least studying the pro-
posals to give assistance to farmers who
were being so serjously affected. There
was a reluctance, and there still is & relue-
tance, on the part of farmers in these
areas—and in other areas now—to have
their areas declared drought areas.

I have been in these areas during the
last two days and I have talked to dozens
of farmers and there still seems to be a
reluctance on the part of some of them
to do this. Those of us who have been
associated with the farming industry for
many years will appreciate the stigmsa
which attached to the marginal areas,
where, as a result of an irregular line
drawn on a map, one could get a bank
* loan if one lived on one side of the line,
but could not if one lived on the other
side.
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This stigma is still remembered by many
people in the farming areas, even though
the stigma is not as evident as it was at
one time; it has faded a bit now and is of
no importance. It is because of this, how-
ever, that farmers are reluctant to have
their areas declared drought sreas.

Accordingly, it was of great interest to
me to hear the member for Collie take
such an interest in the affairs of the
farmers. He has frequently asked ques-
tions on agriculbure and it is refreshing
to know he is seeking knowledge to try
to catech up with what we on this side of
the House have learned through our long
association and involvement in farming.

Mr. Graham: He would have to be in
reverse gear to dao that.

Mr. McPHARLIN: It would seem that
the member for Collie is trying to bhecome
an adviser f{o the QOpposition on matters
connected with farming. It is commend-
able that he should be taking this in-
terest.

Mr. Jones: You will not get a bowl next
time we play cricket.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I will not put the
honourable member behind the stumps in
the next cricket match,

Mr. Graham: The West Arthur wool
baron.

Mr., McPHARLIN: As T have said, it is
interesting to know that the member for
Collie is taking this interest in matters
connected with farming, because he will be
able to discuss the information he receives
with the farmers when he meets them.

Mr. Jones: Do vou always get the in-
formation you want?

Mr. McPHARLIN: I think we do.

Mr. O'Connor. You get correct informa-
tion, but not always the infermation you
want.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I oppose the amend-
ment because, as I have said, in my view
it is incorrect.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [9.3 pm.}: I would
like to make a small contribution to this
debate, because of the remarks made ahout
the abattoir and the men playing their
part and generally assisting the farmers
in their dilemma. The amendment moved
by the member for Victoria Park is worth
repeating, For the benefit of members it
states—

. but we regret to have to inform
Your Excellency that the Government
has been so oblivious to the serious
situation which was developing in the
farming areas because of diminished
rainfall, that no preparations at all
were made to deal with the position
unti] after the Opposition had drawn
attention in Parliament to the neces-
sity for action and as a consequence
valuable time has been lost in taking
remedial measures.



[Wednesday, 27 August, 1969.1

We regret also to inform Your
Excellency that the action of the
Government in declining to inform
Parliament of its proposals and In
preferring to make its statements out-
side, is an affront to Parliament and
calculated to reduce its prestige.

It is possible that members on the Govern-
ment side do not agree with the second
portion of the amendment, but if they
do not they will be letting themselves
down, because they will be saying, in effect,
“We are prepared to get our information
from the Press in the morning, or from
the TV, or from whatever mass media
there might be.”

I am concerned with exactly what the
amendment says. The entire amendment
can be summed up by saying that the
Government is giving too little too late,
and in a few minutes I will prove that,
because it is well known that the drought
position has worsened to a tremendous
degree even in the district of the Minister
for Agriculture himself.

I would now like to gquote some remarks
from the Great Southern Herald of the
6th June, 1969, which state—

Substantial movement of sheep and
fodder. During the past few days
there has been a substantial move-
ment of fodder into the drought af-
flicted areas.

It does not say, *‘into the seriously
afflicted areas, or the areas of sparse rain-
fall”; it refers to the drought afflicted
areas of Jerramungup, Gairdner River, and
South Stirling. The article continues—

A considerable number of trade and
dry sheep have been so0ld from the
area.

Members may believe it or not, but in the
Great Southern Herald of the 20th June
we find the following statement:—

Sheep Sales Big Maney Earners.
Special June sales—3 brokers—should
bring the number of sheep to pass
through Katanning saleyards to
78,530. The previous highest yarding

in any one month is understood to be -

69,524 during off shears in November

last year.
1 have not given the entire statement in
the paper, but just part of it. In June of
this year it was apparent that there was
every indication that a serious position had
arisen, yet we find that, in actual faet,
this Government did nothing concrete until
after the Leader of the Opposition had
drawn attention to the serious position
which had arisen.

Mr. Court: Nonsense!

Mr. BRADY: Ii is all very well for the
Minister for Industrial Development to say
“Nonsense,” but let him tell us what hap-
pened. All the Government did was to
run around appointing committees, and
this when the Press had shown the position
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to be serious in June. There is no doubt
that the Government should have been do-
ing something early in July or, at the
latest, early in August.

There are also other references in the
paper which deal with the handling of
wheat and oats in the Nyabing area and
which set out the quantity of wheat railed
from that area during the year ended
June when, in my opinion, quite a lot of
the coarse grain and wheat cereal should
have been left in the areas concerned to
tide the farmers over their emergency.

I said I felt the Government was giving
too little too late. I say this, because I
understand from one of the papers that it
was estimated there could be anything up
to 11,000,000 sheep involved as a result
of the drought conditions throughout the
State; that is, if the drought continues
throughout the State.

There was sufficient warning to the
Government that it had to make coarse
grains and cereals available in the early
stages, so that the farmers would know
where they stood. But we found it was not
until the 21st August that action was
taken that The West Ausiralian and the
Farmers’ Weekly informed the public that
the Government had decided to request the
Australian Wheat Board to release grain
from country hinos for feeding sfock in de-
clared drought areas at less than the home
consumption price of $1.71 per bushel.

The 21st August-—the date on which the
report appeared in the newspapers I have
mentioned—was_the day after the Leader
of the Opposition had asked the Premier
whether any action had been taken by the
Government to ease the position. He was
told the matter was being given considera-
tion. Apparently the same evening the in-
formation which I have mentioned was
released to the mass media instead of to
Parliament.

In this debate an effort has been made
hy members opposite to blacken the news-
papers for the part they have played, and
to show that the newspapers had set out
to show that the drought position was
serious. In the opinion of the Minister for
Agriculture the position as outlined by the
newspapers was not true. I have a report
from the Daily News of the 14th August
which contained a photograph of a sheep
trying to get a feed of leaves from a small
sucker. I cannot imagine that the incident
was set up artificially, because it is of a
rural scene that is too pathetic. The pic-
tl.;rle.fshows the animal in its last throes
of life.

The report contained a phofograph of
some sheep, which had been dead for some
time, alongside a fence. These sheep were
in full wopl. The report states—

It's Official, says Westonia Shire
Westonia Shire Council declared
the district a drought area after
paddocks had been inspected by shire
clerk Dennis Marsh and president Bill
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Day. Said Mr. Marsh: “Conditions in
the northern half of the district are
terrible. Many lambs are being lost
because their mothers are wandering
off in search of food which just isn't
there,

“Some farmers have suffered 75 per
cent. losses; others have sold their
sheep in a falling market.

“There has been only two inches of
rain since last September.”

Those were the views of the shire clerk,
and not of the AB.C. reporter or The
West Australian reporter. I say that the
Minister for Agriculture is hard pressed to
show that the newspapers have misrep-
resented the position. The report to which
I have just made reference carried this
heading—

Minister: I can't free wheat.
There is no indication that at that point
of time, the 14th Aupgust, efforts had been
made to sell wheat to the farmers at a
considerable reduction in price. There was
no mention of concessions in freight rates,
or of concessions for the haulage of stock.
Yet the member for Roe and the member
for Mt. Marshall gave the impression,
while they were on their feet, that the
farming community is quite happy with
the situation. I am amazed that they
should take this line.

In The West Australian of the 24th
August, appears a map of the areas in
which the drought has affected the wheat-
grower. This shows the portion with good
or satisfactory pasture growth; the portion
with sparse short pasture which will re-
spond to good rains; the portion with
pasture which will not respond to good
rains; and the worst affected area. This
is the very newspaper which the Minister
for Agriculture has represented as having
failed to put forward the facts. I say the
facts have heen before us since May,
June, and July, because these very matters
were reporfed in the newspaper in the
Minister's own district,

As I see the position, the Government is
giving too little too late. As a consequence

of this drought many farmers in the areas -

affected will suffer, and they will experi-
ence more difficulties in the future. If
cereals had been made available in the
quantities required in early July or August,
some benefit would have been derived. Now
the only people who are benefiting are
the stock firms.

Mr. McPharlin: How?

Mr. BRADY: They handle the stock
which has to be sold. They receive 2 com-
missiont on the sale of stock, and they will
receive another eommission when stock is
bought to restock the farms. As maost of the
stock firms operate at the Midland Junc-
tion Abattoir, I shall now deal with the
main point I wish to make. Tonight the
Minister for Agriculiure made a slight
reference to the workers at the abattoir.

[ASSEMBLY.]

He hoped that they would play their part,
and pointed cut that in the past they had
caused difficulties.

He did not tell us that a report has
appeared in The West Australian contain-
ing an appeal to farmers to hold back
their stock because the abattoir could not
handle the number that was coming in.
He did not tell us that the workers at
the abbattoir have to work long hours to
cope with the influx of stock. Probably he
i8 not aware that many of these workers
can obiain more money by working else-
where. Some of these men, in order to
continue working at the abattoir, have
refused employment in other industries.
Only this week I dealt with a case in
which & person asked me for assistance in
procuring someone who is interested in
working in another activity. I told him of
a man working at the abattoir who might
be interested. An approach was made to
this man but he refused the offer; he
preferred to remain at the abattoir.

The workers at the abattoir have given
100 per cent. co-operation. Some of the
workers are coloured men, but they are
all doing fheir jobs magnificently and in
a co-operative spirit. I feel they will con-
tinue to do this for a long time to come.
I even had occasion to write to a
member of the Legislative Council in Tas-
mania in an effort to obtain workers for
the Midland Junction Abattoir,

The trade unions are playing their part,
and their members are working overtime
and are co-gperating; but when industrial
conditions become bad they have to make
a stand. Even the Minister for Agriculture
told us that the abattoir is running three
chains at the present. time whereas pre-
viously it ran two chains. Therefore these
workers are playing their part in every
way possible. Only last night the Trades
and Labour Council, which eomprises 30
to 50 unions with the best part of 100,000
members, carried a resolution of sympathy
for the drought-stricken farmers, and in-
dicated that it was prepared to co-operate
with and help them.

Therefore I thought that as the abat-
toir is in my electorate I should give a
few facts to the House in regard to what
trade unionists are doing to try to help
in this situation. I feel the amendment
moved by the member for Vietoria Park
is right on the ball—too little is heing
given too late. The difficulties are already
there. Half the farmers in the drought-
stricken areas are worried with finaneial
and economic difficulties and their fami-
lies are upset. I am sure it will be many
years before the position is retrieved so
that it becomes what it was before the
drought.

I feel the amendment is in order and I
have much pleasure in supporting it.

MR. DUNN (Darling Range) [9.21 pm.]1:
Once again we have been afforded an in-
teresting discourse by the member for
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Swan. He has been talking about the Gov-
ernment doing too little too late. He has
been talking for some 15 minutes without
saying anything about the amendment
before the Chair.

Mr. Jamieson: You will be able to do
that.

Mr. DUNN: I only hope the honourable
member has the patience and comimon
sense to listen to the pearls of wisdom 1
am about to deliver. In speaking to this
amendment I will endeavour to deal with
the subject before the Chair.

None of us would suggest there are no
problems or great hardships being ex-
perienced by certain farmers. I am not
going to discourse on the particular aspect
of what is going on in regard to the prob-
lem of the lack of rain throughout the
season, but I am concerned indeed with
the complete and utter irresponsibility of
this amendment, Anybody with an ounce
of common sense must regard it as ill-
advised and a sudden whim of the Opposi-
tion to try to embarrass the Governtnent
in order te gain some political advantage.

In listening to the debate tonighi I have
not heard one constructive suggestion
come forward from the Opposifion. Dur-
ing the plaintive talk by some members
of the Opposition in regard to the prob-
lems of farmers involved in drought hard-
ship, ohe would have thought they would
at least make constructive suggestions as
to what the Government should do.

I am prepared to admit the member for
Northam suggested the Government should
apply water restrictions in the metropoli-~
tan area. I have no doubt he made this
suggestion with the greatest sincerity for
the benefit of those who will need water
in time to come, but I think that such
a statement is an absolute and utter slight
on the capabilities and worthiness of the
public servants. One can only come to
the conclusion that he has satisfied him-~
self that those responsible for Iooking
after the affairs of the State are not aware
of what they should be doing.

Mr. Toms: Tnere was a statement in
the Press a fortnight ago telling people
to be careful not to use too much water.

Mr. DUNN: In the circumstances, I con-
sider that to be a sensible suggestion, but
to say that water restrictions should be
applied in the metropolitan area as from
today or tomorrow to save the present
situation is rather senseless. I am pre-
pared to admit that the member for Collie
was quite genuine when he suggested that
cerfain Crown lands should be made
available for pgrazing, I am also aware
that the member for Roe very smartly ex-
plained what he had done and how he
had supported the Government in its en-
deavours to overcome the sifuation. He
stated how he had worked with the Gov-
ernment in regard to this prohlem and,
in point of faet, after discussions with the
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Forests Department, he made the state-
ment that certain areas of land had been
submitted to the committee that was ap-
pointed to investigate the problem and the
matter was receiving proper and sensihble
attention.

I wonder what the position would be if
the Opposition suddenly found that in a
couple of days’ time it rained like the devil
so0 that the water supply problems of the
State were overcome, but the Government
had committed itself to spend millions of
dollars to alleviate the present situation?
I imagine its members would be up in
arms and we would again be ceonfronted
with an amendment as frivolous, in my
humble opinion, as this one.

Mr. Jamieson: Are you talking to the
amendment?

Mr. DUNN: Yes, angd stating how irres-
ponsible it is,
Mr, Jamieson: Could you read it again?

Mr. DUNN: Would you like me to?
Mr, Graham: No.

Mr. DUNN: It is of very little import-
ance. I doubt whether it is worth reading
again.

Mr. Graham: Obviously you have not
read it.

Mr., DUNN: I would like the Opposition
to state in a constructive way what the
Government should do that it has not
done. On this side of the House we have
demonstrated that the Governmeni has
been quite aware of the problem—and well
before the time this amendment was
moved.

The amendment is not constructive in
any shape or form—it is utterly irrespon-
sible. It has to be beecause the Govern-
ment has been well aware of the situation.
The amendment has been moved without
thought and without any desire to assist.

Parliament did not open until the 31st
July, and we did not sit again until the
5th August, but to the best of my know-
ledge I can say that as far as the joint
parties are concerned, our meetings have
been very concerned with this problem,
and I want to commend members from
many electorates for fthe positive and
helpful manner in which they have con-
tributed to the discussions which have
resulted in the action which the Govern-
ment is apparently taking. I want every-
one to believe, as I do, that the Govern-
ment did the right thing in appointing a
committee of responsible persons to
handle this question.

It is not possible ta shift stock or water
willy-nilly around the counitryside, or bore
wells where one wants to without some
proper approach being made. Surely advice
should be aobtained from the other States
that have experienced drought conditions
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before seeking Federal assistance. This is
a responsible action and clearly indicates
that at no stage has the Government been
ohlivious to the situation. Therefore one
can utterly and completely disregard that
part of the amendment.

I heard the member for Swan talking
about a map which was published in The
West Australian, 1 am advised on good
authority that the map is not correct.

Mr. Brady: Who is your aunthority?

Mr. DUNN: Not all of the areas dis-
closed are drought areas.

Mr. Brady: The same map was published
in the Farmers’ Weekly,

Mr. DUNN: It is not correct.
Mr, Graham: Who was your authority?

Mr. DUNN: People who know—people
who live in the area. One is sitting not
far from me; in fact, I can touch him
from where I am standing.

Mr. Graham: ¥You have been touching
me often enough.

Mr. DUNN: If this honourable member
does not know, does the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition sugegest the member for
Swan knows? Of course not; and the
Kulin Shire itself has disputed the fact.

So here we find this careless approach
to this drastic problem. No-one can deny
that the problem is with us, but it must
be treated sensibly. The Government
must surely watch the way the money is
spent and the effort is directed.

At no stage during this debate have 1
heard any suggestion from the Oppcsition
which would make me believe, one iata,
that the Government has not acted ration-
ally, has not been positive in its actions,
and has not had full regard for its com-
plete responsibility.

Let me repeat that the Government
contains men who represent rural indus-
tries and interests, men who are capable
of assessing the problem and the correct
way to handle {t. Let me say also that
the Government has sought the Kknow-
ledge and assistance of these men and
they, in turn, have been into their own
areas and districts, have discussed the
problem with the farmers and have then
returned to the Government with the
positive suggestions we have been seeking.

I for one could not possibly believe that
this amendment is anything but a politi-
cal gimmick which displays a complete
lack of responsibility. For the Opposi-
fion to move such ah amendment against
the Government on these grounds, with-
out thoroughly going into the matter,
makes it perfectly obvious to me why we
sit on this side of the House.

The member for Maylands once accused
the Premier of leading a foothall team
of old men. I regret very much having
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to say that as far as the Leader of the
Opposition is concerned, he is leading &
team which has not even reached the re-
serves grade.

Finally, I just want to say that we look
forward to the Opposition, some time in
the future, moving a censure motion which
is constructive and designed to do some
good for someone. I cannot support the
amendment.

MR, BOVELL (Vasse — Minister for
Lands) [9.32 pm.]: The purport of the
amendment-—

Mr. Graham: The big guns are coming;
the big artillery!

Mr. BOVELL: —is to indicate that the
Government has not been conscicus of the
probhlems which have confronted the State
because of a dry season. This is totally
incorrect. ‘The Government has been con-
cerned about the problems which could
face the State throughout a dry season,
which we have hot experienced for some
considerable time. It is many years since
we have experienced a season such as this.

Some parts of the State are enjoying
a satisfactory season. The area I repre-
sent, in particular, although not enjoying
the normal average rainfall, is enjoying a
satisfactory season.

Mr. Davies: It is well represented!

Mr. BOVELL: The primary producers
in my area are quite satisfied with the
season, and that has always bheen so.

Before this present session commenced,
I, as Minister for Lands, went inio the
outer agricultural areas of the State. As
a matter of fact, I spent two nights in
the electorate of the member for Northam,
and I think I saw him while I was there.
I admit that I was not in the town during
the daytime as I would leave early in the
morning and arrive bhack late at night.
I went through the north-eastern wheat-
belt areas, As Minister for Lands, I had
released many millions of acres and the
Government and I were concertied to know
the condition of the newer areas of the
State. I travelled north of Beacon to the
emu fence and down through Bencubbin
and Trayning and into Northam.

Later in the week I went through the
Gairdner River area, the Jerramungup
area, the south coast, and Albany, and
then back through the great southern and
home again. That is the reason I have
risen to indicate that the Government has
been eonscious of the problems which eould
face the State hecause of the dry season.

Mr. Davies: Did you make that trip
solely to inspect for drought conditions?

Mr. BOVELIL: There was no drought at
that particular time. It is a fact that the
State was not enjoying its average rain-
fall, and that was known to everyone.
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I could not give the exact mileage I
covered, but I should say it would be
something approaching 32,000 miles, which
is a long-way in the eourse of five days.
I met people on their properties. I did
not make any arrangements with loecal
authorities because at that particular time,
as far as I knew, local authorities had
made no representations to the Govern-
ment, although I know they were con-
cerned. I talked to people in the towns,
and in some of the districts where I had
previously worked as a bank officer. 1
talked to some of the farmers in Beacon
on my way through to Bencubbin and

Trayning, and then I returned to Nor-
tham,

Mr., Davies: Like the return of the pro-
digal son!

Mr. BOVELL: Strange to say, it was a
number of years sinece I had been in some
of the areas, hut there were still people
there I knew in the old days, and it was
great to renew their acguaintance. I admit
that when I was there before, the depres-
sion was on us. The primary producers
were then facing adverse economic con-
ditions. Then it was due to the depression
but on this occasion it was as a result of
the dry season, We certainly hope that
the primary producers will not experience
what we understand as hbeing the true
meaning of the word “drought.”

The Government appointed a Cabinet
subcommittee headed by the Minister for
Agriculture, who was Acting Premier at
the time. Also on the committee are the
Minister for Transport and myself. Since
the appointment of that committee I have
made another 1,000-odd mile journey
through the northern wheatbelt areas up
the Wongan line, east of Mullewa to
Geraldton, and down the Midland line, to
obtain & complete survey of conditions pre-
vailing in the various districts. Strange
as it may seem—and this was also men-
tioned by the member for Darling Range—
although there are specific dry areas, the
dry conditions are patchy. The area east
of Mullewa out to Pindar impressed me as
being perhaps one of the best areas as
far as pasture is concerned.

The great problems are the lack of pas-
ture and the lack of water. Although not
up to the stage they should be at this
time of the year, the crops generally are
healthy and green, and, with further rain,
should yield an average quantity of grain.

Furthermore, the Cabinet called in the
advice of the farm water advisory com-
mittee, headed by Mr. Gabbedy. All pos-
sible advice has been obtained as well as
liaison ang co-operation with loeal author-
ities and other organisations.

On this side of the House are members
representing those areas. Who better could
there be than those members to convey
to their own Government and Ministers
the pgoblems which are prevailing in their
areas?

20
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I think this amendment to the Address-
in-Reply is untimely and unwarranted and
I cannot support it.

MER. GRAHAM (Balcatta — Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [940 p.m.]:
First of all I seek your indulgence, Mr.
Speaker, to make reference to a certain
matter. You, Sir, and members generally
will probably recall that last Thursday
evening there were some verbal un-
pleasantries exchanged between the Pre-
mier and myself.

I have subsequently discovered that this
arose very largely because the Premier
felt that in some way I was ridiculing fhe
fact that he had been the recipient of an
award. Such was certainly not my inten-
tion, nor do I think that the Hansard ve-
port bears out that there was any such
suggestion. However, I want to make it
perfectly clear that when honours are the
order of the day, in my view, politics and
policies apart, if ever a person warranted
the granting of an honour it would be one
who had serverd for a record time as has
the present Incumbent of the office, Sir
David Brand. I feel that I owe it fo him,
and to the House, to make that explana-
tion.

The amendment we are debating at the
moment has an origin. It derives from
certain occurrences last Wednesday. Mem-
bers will recall that the Leader of the
Opposition asked a question of the Pre-
mier as to whether any firm decisions had
been made on proposals to assist farmers
in the present situstion. The Premier re-
plied that certain decisions had been made
and that a public statement would be made
later that afternoon.

The Opposition feels that its leader,
having asked the question in this Parlia-
ment, was entitled to some information.
If the Government had come f{o conclu-
sions on only a certain number of points,
then, to that extent, the information
should have been made available to us. It
was not.

The following morning, however, a full
statement of the plans and intentions of
the Government appeared. Somewhat
naturally this caused the Opposition to be
upset and, on account of that, we have
the amendment before us. I ask members
to remember, as well, that this matter
actually started on the gth August when
the Leader of the Opposition was making
certain observations which were repeatedly
denied by the Acting Premier. who charged
the Leader of the Opposition with trying
to stir up trouble.

Having regard to the fact that that
was the conception of the situation I feel
the Government had an oblization to
supply some tnformation rather than hold
everything back for the purpose of supply-
ing it to the Press & few hours later. Be-
cause of this, the member for Victoria



570

Park has been chided for having sub-
mitted the amendment. The reason
the amendment was brought forward by
the member for Victorla Park, as I un-
derstand it, is that he was one of the only
two members of the Opposition who had
not spoken and it was therefore necessary
for somebody, from this side of the House,
to make a move and register a protest,
and also to bring about an opportunity—
which it has—for members to express
themselves regarding the unfortunate
situation which has developed in certain
Turnal areas.

As a colleague of mine has pointed out
tonight, we have had the rare example—
probably for the flrst time in the history
of this Government—when a matfer has
been raised by a member of the Opposition
that the Premier, the Deputy Premier, the
Minister for Transport, and the Minister
for Lands—all members of the Ministry—
have sprung to their feet in order to debate
the issue. That, in itself, I repeat is ex-
ceptional and it gives some idea of the
importance of this question. Those Minis-
ters have spoken, as have the back-
benchers who are supporting the Govern-
ment and from whom we hear exceedingly
rarely, and those speeches indicate that
all members are seized with the serious-
ness of the situation and the necessity for
something to be done urgently. It is in
respect of that last word that the Oppo-
sition complains.

I will first of all dea! with the latter
portion of the amendment which reads as
follows:—

We regret also to inform Your Ex-
cellency that the action of the Gov-
ermment in declining to inform
Parliament of its proposals and in
preferring to make its statements out-
side, is an affront to Parliament and
calculated to reduce its prestige.

On a number of occasions I have been
critical of the Government and I have
raised the point that the Premier and
Ministers of the Government go out of
their way to humiliate members of the
Opposition. In so doing they render less
than justice to this Parliament.

Let me give a couple of examples of my
own, one of which occurred during the
present session. I asked a question of
the Minister for Works in relation to plas-
tic piping and he replied to the question
but went on to say that a Press statement
would be released in the next few days.
This matter had been before that Minis-
ter since February, 1968, and only portion
of the information was available to me in
this Parliament. Several days later he
delivered a statement in order that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition’s name
should not be assoclated with the matter.

I say that because I had an earlier
experience when I asked a question re-
garding certain restrictions which had
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been placed on power boats. I placed a
question on the notice paper for the
Thursday afternoon sitting and the reply
I received from the Minister was that his
decision in connection with the matter ap-
peared in that afternoon’s edition of the
Degily News. Obviously the reply was
given because there was restiveness
amongst boat owners and the Minister did
not want it to be thought that the Oppo-
sition had stirred the Government into
action, The Minister wanted to come out
with a statement in order to capture all
the glory for himself. That sort of actlon
renders less than justice to thls Parlia-
ment.

As my final word on this point I sug-
gest, very serlously, that some gttentlon
Imight be given to Standing Order 82
which lays down the routine of business
in this House. I suggest that between
parggraph 2 and paragraph 3--that is,
hetween “Giving Notices of Motion” and
“Questions on Notice”—there should be
inserted “Statements by Ministers”, I think
that would add to the interest, imporiance,
and dignity of Parliament if, as often as
possible when Parliament is sitting, im-
portant statements were made hy Minis-
ters in this House. Proper provision
should be made for that to take place.
Fortunately, under the new arrangement
we will now be sitting at more frequent
intervals than hitherto.

In all seriousness I suggest that you,
Mr. Speaker, and the appropriate commit-
tee might give some attention to this mat-
ter. Naturally enough, in order to guard
against a party political propaganda ses-
sion there should be some safeguards to
ensure that Ministers give factual data of
some magnitude and importance to mem-
bers of Parliament who, after all, should
be the first to hear of governmental deci-
sions where that is practicable. On many
oceasions, of course, it is not.

I say that without any party rancour
and I feel it is a procedure which could
be adopted irrespective of the party Iabel
attaching to the Government of the day.

It has been mentioned that the Minis-
ter for Agriculture told us there had been
an increase—almost threefold—in the
number of carcases rejected at the meat-
works during the months of July and
August. Surely this indicates immediately
that during those months, and for some
time prior thereto, there was an uhnusyal
circumstance of some seriousness to the
farming community; otherwise why should
they be sending to the market livestock
in increasing numbers with up to 4 per
cent. of such animals being rejected
because of their noor, emaciated condi-
tion? This indicates there was something
unusual occurring in the rural areas.

Mr. O’'Connor: Does the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition know the normal rejec-
tion rate?



[Wednesday, 27 August, 1969.]

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes.
third of 4 per cent.

Mr. O’Connor: About 1% per cent.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is somewhere there-
abouts as the Minister for Transport, who,
incidentally should have been listening to
the Minister for Agriculture, can check
for himself when he makes reference to
the speech made by the Minister for
Agriculture which is recorded in Hansard.

Mr. O'Connor: I was called out.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, of course the Min-
ister was.

Mr, Jamieson: You were caught out on
that one.

Mr. GRAHAM: I, for one, was interested
in the discourse of the Minister for Rail-
ways, who represents the wheat flelds and
rolling plains of Mt. Lawley! He told us
quite a lot about what he discovered in
a few hours in the eastern wheatbelt and
ather localities. He thought the situation
was not nearly as seripus as the Press
represented it; as the Opposition repre-
sented it; and as many other people felt.
Accordingly, I think I can do no better
than to quote from somebody who js an
undoubted authority in connection with
this matter. This is what he said—

. . . according to the old hands, since
1914, when there was a severe drought,
the drought which is being experi-
enced at the present time is the worst
that has been experienced. This is
the worst drought in the last 50-odd
years.

I repeat: this is an authority, almosi
without peer. I am somewhat astounded
that we have not had the benefit of a
further instalment from that eminent
authority, who is no less a person than
the member for Avon, who enlightened us
just one week ago today with these famous
words. He is completely contradicting
what the Minister for Ratlways has told
us and is completely at variance with
what we were told some three weeks aga
by the then Acting Premier.

I am wondering just where it is neces-
sary to go in order to ascertain the truth.
To which section of the Government and
its supporters do we pay some heed? Who
is right? They cannct all be right. This
much is certain however: the Acting
Premier was definitely wrong on the 8th
August.

Qur criticism has grown, because the
Government has acted too belatedly with
regard to this matter. Again, I emphasise
that three weeks ago the Government
would not acKnOW!edge there was
drought problem. It acknowledged a Ilttle
distress here and there, but that was all.
However, I think the perfect summary
came from the member for Avon. Any
member who cares may check what he sald
on page 436 of Hansard.

it is abhout one-
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Mr. Gayfer:
looking it up.

Mr. Bertram: Was he pushed into the
debate?

Mr. GRAHAM: We also heard from the
member for Roe. He is another one whose
voice should be heard on a gquestion such
as this. As I have already remarked, it
is refreshing to see that some of the back-
henchers have sufficient courage to stand
up and make speeches—albeit they religi-
ously follow the old pattern of supporting
the Government up to the hilt. The mem-
bher for Roe did himself a little injustice,
however, at that time. I hope I am not
doing him an injustice now; but, as I
recall, he was chiding the member for
Northam. No; I realise I have made a
mistake; it was the member for Avon who,
by way of interjection, chided the mem-
her for Northam to the effect that he had
made a speech on the Address-in-Reply
and had made no mention of the drought.

In this respect I draw members’ atten-
tion to page 280 of Hansard of this session.
If I am permitted, I should like to quote
the words of the member for Northam.
He said—

1 would like to see a State fund
created to operate in conjunction with
a national fund, so that money will be
readily available for distribution to
the victims of whatever the disaster
might be—earthquake, fire, flood, or
the particular situation which the
State now faces. I am referring to
the present drought . . .
At this stage I pause to allow the member
for Avon to tender his apologies to the
member for Northam.
Mr, Gayfer: I shall do that afterwards
in the appropriate place.

Mr. GRAHAM: Thank you very much.
It does not matter where it is tendered so
long as it comes forth.

Myr. Jamieson: Members on the other
side of the House are having a rough time
tonight.

Mr. GRAHAM: The member for Avon
apparently feels it is necessary to go to
such desperate straits to preserve—if he
can—the fair name and reputation of this
Government, even to the extent of mis-
quoting the member for Northam. I an-
ticipate that the moment I resume my
seat we shall hear thunderclaps from the
seat of the member for Avon. I look for-
ward in eager anticipation—if I might
borrow the words of the member for
Darling Range—to the pearls of wisdom
which might flow from the memhber for
Avon.

I will confess it is quite a few years
since T was a son of the soil. I still have
recollections, nevertheless, of some of the
features which beset farmers from time
to time,

Thank you. I was just
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Mr. W. A, Manning: You came from a
good area.

Mr, GRAHAM: The Graham family was
doing all right, but there was a firm of
Manning's who used to overcharge from
time to time.

Mr. Berfram: Habitually!

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 do not know what goes
on there at the present moment.

Mr. Bertram: The same situation.

Mr. GRAHAM: The member for Mt.
Marshall made reference to the fact that
a number of distinguished members paid
a visit to the area which he endeavours to
represent. It is perfectly true that I had
three of my colleagues in my company
when a call was made at Kellerberrin, at
Merredin, and at other points en route,
We discussed matters with the civie
fathers and the farmers: we inspected
farming areas; and the rest of it. This
took place an the 15th and 16th July.

It was obvious to us that something was
wrong, Indeed, in the Merredin locality,
we were informed that unless there were
rains aplenty by the end of July, the dis-
trict would be confronted with a most
serious situation. We saw for ourselves
that dams should have  been full and
which should have provided a plentiful
water supply which were little muddy
puddles. The crops were stunted, and I
suppose the blades were an inch to two
inches high. It was obvious to us that the
crops had stagnated—if that be the term.
In other words, there was no growth,
Natural grass was more apparent by the
fact that it was not there rather than by
the fact that it was there. General con-
ecern was heing expressed.

Let me say here and now that we did
not run to the Press seeking headlines
when we returned. A report was made
to the Parliamentary Labor Party in con-
nection with the matter.

Mr. McPharlin: The Merredin Shire
President was one who was most reluctant
to declare that area a drought area.

Mr. GRAHAM: That could be so. Have
we reached the stage where the Govern-
ment js completely beholden to other
authorities? We heard this afternoon, by
way of a reply to a guestion, that a loeal
authority was asking the Government to
transfer a person from a certain area
because he dared to interest himself in a
question of some public concern when he
was not a ratepayer.

There are many people in the com-
munity who are not ratepayers, but
nevertheless they are still citizens, and the
Government is supposed either to repre-
sent the people of the State, or to do some-
thing in their interests. If a certain situa-
tion is developing, the Government has
advisers and experts readily available to it,
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apart from the evidence available to all
ainstii sundry, to enable it to make a de-
cision.

Several times this evening it has been
pointed out that the principals of local
authorities hesitate to declare or acknow-
ledge that their areas are the subject of
drought, and this applies particularly in
the border areas where there is such &
restricted rainfall and, as members have
pointed out, where there are many critics
whe, when this land was thrown open
for selection, doubted the wisdom of the
scheme. I am aware of thaif, because at
the time I was a humble officer in the
Narrogin office of the Lands Department
when land was made available for the
majority of the blocks allocated under
the 3,500-farm scheme,

I am aware of the reticence that was
shown in regard to the scheme by some,
the enthusiasm that was shown by others,
and the scepticism of the old hands to
whom the member for Avon made some re-
ference. Therefore it was no stroke of
genius for us, some weeks earlier, to have
reached the conclusion that a serious
situation was gradually but inevitably
reaching a crisis.

Mr. W. A, Manning: Why inevitably?

Mr. GRAHAM: It was inevitable unless
there was a fall of rain. At that time
the position was serious and it was then
that the Government should have been
making the decisions it has been making,
particularly since last Thursday; almost
the end of August. It would have been
more proper if those decisions had been
made a month or so earlier. Although
plans are made in advance, there is no
necessity, perhaps, to announce them at
that time, and there is certainly no neces-
sity to give effect to them. However, the
plans should be prepared to meet an even-
tuality such as the one with which we are
now confronted.

Because that course has not been fol-
lowed there is a great deal of concern
about the present situation, and some of it
has been expressed by the Oppaosition. This
stems very largely from the fact that the
Leader of the Government would not
acknowledge that a drought existed. In
fact he went to the other extreme, I re-
peat, by saying nasty things about the
Leader of the Opposition. Of course it
has been proved that the Leader of the
Opposition was correct in what he said,
and it is also true that he had a duty,
having regard to the position he oecupies,
to draw attention to the fact that the
Government did not make any reference—
not even a single line—in the Governor's
Speech to the situation that was develop-
ing.

This evening it is quite easy for Gov-
ernment supporters, and indeed Ministers,
to come in with cries of “Hear, hear!” and
the rest of it when speakers on this side
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of the House are emphasising the im-
portance of primary producers, notwith-
standing that there is tremendous mineral
wealth in this State, Apparently the
primary producing industry is so import-
ant that, notwithstanding the anxiety
caused by the drought, not one line ap-
peared in the Governor's Speech; not even
& prayer that some measures might be
taken in anh endeavour to protect the
farming community.

The position is serious. This evening it
has been suggested that the Opposition
has been unduly destructive, We have
been asked: Where are your plans? The
other evening we were admonished by the
Premier and told this is a responsibility of
the Government and not of the Opposi-
tion. We are not necessarily saying that
the steps taken by the Government, ar
those contemplated by it, are wrong. What
we are saying is that the Government
should have been stirred to action much
sooner in order to have been prepared for
the event which all of us have hoped and
prayed would never develop. Nevertheless
the drought is still with us and we are
almost into September. Therefore the
situation of the farmers is critical.

A suggestion was made by the member
for Collie this evening. If, as we have been
told, sheep are being sold for 20¢ or there-
abouts, there is something wrong, espec-
ially when a large percentage of the stock
being slaughtered is useful only for pets’
meat or for the manufacture of blood and
bone manure. Also, surely something can
be recovered from the sale of the skins, al-
though I do not know what happens in
regard to condemned carcases.

There are areas, however, including
Crown land, where at least some of the
thousands of sheep which are perishing at
the moment could be sent for agistment,
because, in my view, there will be a very
serious reaction when farmers start to re-
cover from the effects of the drought.
This reaction will be brought about by the
efforts of farmers to restock their pro-
perties. This will involve them in great
expense, which they can ill afford in many
instances. I am thinking particularly of
those new farmers at Jerramungup and
other areas who are battling to survive,
hecause they do not have any reserves.

All of these farmers, apart from com-
peting with the normal bidding for stock,
will be competing in order to survive by
endeavouring to obtain some siock to carry
on. What will happen with the price of
sheep then? It will be bad luck for the
farmer, and equally bad luck for the house-
wives and the workers: those who, under
the existing conditions are called upon to
pay out of their weekly pay packets $20
and $30 a week for rents in the metropoli-
tan area.

It will be appreciated, therefore, that in
many respects there will be adverse effects
felt by the community generally and, of
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course, all the while, under the Govern-
ment's plan, calls will be made on the
Treasury as well. I do not believe that
the answer lies in allowing stock to die on
the farms or brought to the metropolitan
area and slaughtered when they are in
no condition to be prepared as meat for
human consumption. A little more fore-
sight and planning could have resulted in
the stock being transported to certain
localities, and to Crown land where no
doubt there would be certain losses caused
by poison in some areas, perhaps by dogs
in other areas, and perhaps by those on
two legs who drive motor vehicles and
those who are prepared to help themselves.
and so on.

If this had been done, at least more
sheep would have been saved than are
likely to be in the current situation, and
at least there would be a reservoir or poaol
of livestock from which sheep could be
sent to restock the farms that had been
affected by drought. This would assist
those farmers wha had recovered to the
extent that they had some fodder and
water, or, in other words, were in a posi-
tion to continue as they would have done
had they not been affected by drought.

I will now summarise what I have out-
lined. Firstly, I would ask the Government
to give more consideration to the Opposi-
tion—indeed to all members of Parliament
-——when important ministerial statements
are t0 be made, Secondly, because of the
rough treatment shown by the Government
right from the inception, when drought
was first mentioned on the 6th Augusi,
until the situation which developed
on Wednesday of last week, it is considered
that the Opposition, and the subject, have
not been treated by the Government in a
manner that both deserve.

Because of that, and as anyone would
expect, the Opposition has made its pro-
test; but, in so doing, it has provided an
opportunity for quite a number of mem-
bers to express themselves on a most im-
portant guestion; and perhaps this even-
ing's debate will arouse a little more in-
terest among those members who prob-
ably have only a nodding acqueintance
with farmers and farming matters gener-
ally and those who have not spoken.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [10.11 p.m.1: We
have listened to a rather peculiar debate

on the amendment moved by the member -

for Victoria Park. At one stage it seemed
to reach a crashing crescendo after which
it fizzled out as a result of the views put
forward by the Government members who
have spoken; so much so, fhat the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, who has just
resumed his seat, spoke in one of the
quietest strains in which I have heard him.
Not once did his brow even pucker. I
must admit quite frankly that when his
brow puckers I really begin to worry, be-
cause in such eircumstances one never
knows what is coming next.
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I feel the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion has been very construetive in his
criticism. He pointed out that there must
be a greater extent of co-operation by all
parties in this Chamber i the crisis—
and it looks like being a erisis if rain does
not fall in the near future—is to be aver-
ted or even its effect on the populace
lessened. When I refer to the populace I
do not mean only the farmers but the city
dwellers as well.

I have always believed that the defini-
tion of co-operation js a unity of many
minds towards a common ideal, and if
this debate has brought forward an oppor-
tunity for the Opposition to air some of
its views, then spo be it. But I would
remind the Opposition that, during the
course of the Address-in-Reply, its mem-
bers had ample opportunity to refer to
this matter and even though several of
them have spokeh not one has mentioned
the drought. The main constructive
eriticism on measures that might or might
not have been taken did, in fact, arise
from members on this side of the House.

There is no doubt that over the last
two weeks conditions have deteriorated
considerably. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition suggested that perhaps a
prayer might bring rain. It is of no use
praying, however, when there are no clouds
in the sky.

Mr. Graham: Then we must pray for
clouds.

Mr. GAYFER: Each and every one of
us who has lived with his family in the
affected areas, where he has bred stock
over the years, knows exactly what he is
facing; each one of us is aware of the
difficulties in relation to restocking and
the other matters referred to. But we are
still praying for rain, because we know
that if we get 130 points, as did Albany
last night, it will put a new face on much
of the agricultural areas; not on all of
them, bat on some of them. As the mem-
ber for Ree and the member for Mt.
Marshall said, a tremendous amount of
land will be reprieved by good rains.

I would now like fo get back to the
amendment which has been moved to the
motion. The member for Victoria Park
spoke at little length on the amendment
which, I notice, he moved when his time
had almost expired; indeed, at the time
the copies of the amendment were handed

out from the drawer of the Leader of the

Opnosition,

Mr. Graham: The copies were; not the
one the member for Victoria Park had.

Mr. GAYFER: There were 12 or 15
copies handed out from the drawer of the
Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Graham: The member for Victoria
Park gave the copies to his leader.

Mr. GAYFER: I am not at all worried
about this, so the honourable member

[ASSEMBLY.]

should not get his bangles jangled. The
point is that there was ample opportunity
for such a reference to be made by mem-
hers of the Opposition who are more au
Fait with agricultural matters—and I refer
particularly to the member for Boulder-
Dundas and the member for Gascoyne,
who are two of the few on the Opposition
benches whom I c¢ould call farmers.
Why one of these members did not
hother to move the amendment or to
indicate alarm at a time closer to the
6th August I will never know,

The Opposition had to wait until the
last moment; until the rains held off and
it became more apparent that a real crisis
was being reached, before it finally came in
with its tombola.

Mr. Davies: Like the Government, we
were waiting for rain.

Mr. GAYFER: When that eminent
authority on farming, the member for
Victoria Park, did in fact finally move an
amendment he said in the main section of
his speech—

It seems that members opposite are
shedding crocodile tears over the
plight of the farmers.

Mr. Davies: The member for Stirling
accused us of doing that the night hefore;
that must be a misprint.

Mr. GAYFER: I am quoting from page
504 of the unbound volume of Hansard.
Seeing that we have on this side of the
House at the moment 12 practising farm-
ers, while there is perhaps not a single
practising farmer on the opposite side of
the House, I should think we would cer-
tainly not be shedding crocodile tears, but
very real and genuine tears, over the plight
and the lot of our fellow farmers. Apart
from this, four of us on the Government
cross benches are actually farming in the
drought areas; so if any crocodile tears
have been shed they will have been shed
from the other side of the House.

Mr. Graham: You do not believe that.

Mr. GAYFER: I do,

Mr. Davies: The member for Stirling
accused us of that.

Mr, GAYFER: In his amendment the
member for Victoria Park said that the
Government was oblivious to the serious
situation and, in essence, the amendment
states that no preparations at all were
made to deal with the position until after
the Opposition had drawn attention to it in
Parliament.

The member for Victoria Park said that
no preparations at all were made. I have
in front of me a copy of the Farmers’
Weekly of Thursday, the 31st July, which,
in its leading article, talks of a deputation
which it took to the Minister for Agri-
culture on the 25th July, This is well
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and truly before the 6th August—D day.
The Minister listened t¢ the deputation
which made the point that—
Both executives had studied reports
from executive members—

These are farmer members—

—on the growing seriousness of the
State's long “dry” and its possible
effects—

Not its effects at that time, but its pos-
sible effects-

—if enough rain was not received
within the next week or so.

So even the Farmers' Union admitted
what the possible effects would be if rain
was not experienced within the next week
or so. From the 31st July this would
bring the date to about the 6th August.
Nevertheless, in spite of the fact that they
were concerned about the possible effects,
they decided to talk to the Minister for
Agriculture to see exactly what was taking
place, and what could take place, Through
their official newspaper they reported
back to their members as follows:—

A committee, set up within the
Department of Agriculture to evaluate
reports on the seriousness of the ex-
tremely dry conditions prevailing in
most agricultural areas of the State,
is expecied to make recommendations
to the Government within the next

few days.
Mr. T. D, Evans: Did it?
Mr. GAYFER: The report in the

Farmers’ Weekly goes on to state—

Mr. Nalder took immediate action
in calling for reports from every area
in which his department had advisers.

He has also called for reports from
other States on how they handled
similar situations with the distribu-
tion of grain and other stock fodder
reserves.

On Tuesday Mr. Nalder discussed
the State’s near-drought conditions
with the deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade and Industry, Mr.
McEwen, who is in Perth this week
attending the State’s Country Party
annual conference.

Mr, Nalder said thai he discussed
what reacfion the Commonwealth
Government would have towards re-
lief if the position here became criti-
eal to drought conditions.

He said that Mr. McEwan assured -

him that the Federal Cabinet would
consider relief action as soon as the
full details of the State’s position was
made known to it.

All this was based on the supposition that
there could be a drought. There was
definitely a period of what might he
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termed a critical outlook. The Minister
was aware of the situation, as was the
Farmers' Union; but at no stage in the
newspaper repert was the word “‘drought”
mentioned by either the Farmers’ Union
or anybody else,

I was interested in the commentis of the
member for Swan. He said there was no
mention of the Government making ap-
proaches to the Australian Wheat Board
until the 21st August. In this respect I
refer to another report which also
appeared in the Farmers’ Weekly of the
31st July under the heading of, “Board
Cannot Lower Australian Wheat Prices-—
McDougall.” Mr. McDougall is the grow-
ers’ representative on the Australign
Wheat Board, and for the information of
the member for. Belmont, I am not a mem-
ber of that board.

Mr. Jamieson: T did not say you were.

Mr, GAYFER: The honourable member
implied there was a member in this
Chamber who was on the Australian
Wheat Beard. :

Mr. Jamieson: I did not say you were,

Mr. T. D. Evans: The report to which
you are- referring contained the word
drought.”

Mr, GAYFER: VYes. The Australian
Wheat Board decided that it could not
lower the wheat prices. This indicated
that the board had been approached in
relation to wheat prices. I should point
out that the approach is stil! proceeding,
and we all hepe that some decision will be
made at the meeting to be held in Mel-
bourne tomorrow

It has been said that the Government
has no other plans, if the approach for a
reduction in the wheat prices does not
succeed, It is interesting fo look at the
information that has been received from
the Eastern States in relation to drought
relief—and this information has been
available for a long time. I spoke at
length on this aspect on Thursday Ilast,
and I outlined the wvarious alternatives
that are heing used in the other States.
I have photostat copies of the forms that
have to be filled in by applicants for
drought relief in Victoria. When the
Minister for Agriculture said on the 25th
July that he was investigating all the con-
ditions in the Eastern States, I think he
was well aware of how far the other States
had gone in this matter.

After moving the amendment to the
motion. the member for Victoria Park
concluded with a most amazine remark.
He said—

As a matter of fact., the Country
Party has done very little since the
subject has been given the full glare
af publicity.

In other words. he implied that the Coun-
try Party had said plenty to bring about
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the full glare of publicity, but since then
it had not said anything else. If all the
credit is claimed by the Opposition for
drawing this matter to the attention of the
Government, then the concluding words
of the member for Victoria Park are open
to some doubt, I canh assure him that the
members of the Government perties have
been combining in an endeavour to bring
about whatever relief 15 possible when
areas are declared to be drought-stricken
areas.

The member for Northam mentioned
the water supply from Mundaring Weir.
and the possibility of applying water re-
strietions. I would refer him to the speech I
made last Thursday, and I agree with what
the honourable member has said. Seven-
teen days ago a combined delegation of the
Likeral Party and the Country Party
waited on the Under-Secretary for Works
and the Chief Engineer of the Public
Works Department, during which this
very point was discussed. The delegation
asked whether the department had looked
at this aspect and at the future liveli-
hood of the people who rely on water from
the city dams. What the honourable
member brought up was not new.

Mr. Graham: Your delegation took place
after the 6th August.

Mr. GAYFER: It was after that. In
fact, many districts are coming in and now
declaring themselves fo be drought-affected
areas. I have here a map which shows
that on the 21st August the Corrigin dis-
trict, or portion of it, was declared to
be a drought-stricken area. At the
meeting with the officers of the Public
Works Department the delegation dis-
cussed the possibillty of installing more
standpipes along the comprehensive
water scheme, so that farmers could
be supplied with water at closer intervals.
We realise that by adopting this proposal
there will be a heavy drain on the water
supply, and that by installing too many
standpipes the pressure will be reduced
and so defeat the purpose of their in-
stallation. I am saying this to show that
many of us have been working to try to
arrive at a satisfactory solution.

Certain proposals have come from the
Oppaosition, and I feel sure all of them will
be most useful in the drawing up of the
plans which will be implemented by the
Government. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said that we on this side have
tried fo humiliate the members of the
Opposition, I would like to point out that
the most humiliating speech I have heard
was made on Thursday last against the
Premier, by a member in the Opposition.
Nobody on the Government side is trying
to humiliate anybody. We are trying to
point out fairly and squarely that action
had been taken by this Government prop-
erly, and in accordance with the wishes of
farmers, prior to the 6th August.

[ASSEMBLY.]

As the whole amendment hinges around
the supposition that no preparation at all
was made until after the 6th August when
the Opposition drew attention in Parlia-
ment to the necessity for action, the
amendment is without foundation because
the supposition is entirely wrong. I must
oppose it and sincerely hope it will be
struck off the record.

Mr. Graham: It will be in the records;
do not worry about that.

Mr. GAYFER: The most important
thing to come out of the debate has heen
the constructive criticism from the various
members who have spoken. I would like
to withdraw my statement, or apologise to
the member for Northam who did, in fact,
in two sentences mention the word,
“drought.” I apologise for saying he did
not mention the word at all.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development) (1031 pm.]: I
rise to speak briefly on this amendment.
I want to refer more particularly to the
second part of the amendment which is
before the Chamber, because I feel that a
comment should be made in defence of the
Premier and the Deputy Premier. There
was no affiront to Parliament intended
and, in fact, they were acting in a con-
scientious and responsible manner in with-
holding the statement from Parlisment on
the afternoon in question.

The first part of the motion has been
completely debunked by the Premier, the
Deputy Premier, and others who have
spoken, particularly the back-bench mem-
bers who have practical farming ex-
perience. If anyone stopped to think for
10 seconds, he would realise that a Gov-
ernment of our particular ilk would not
get away with not attending fo the needs
of farmers, particularly at a time which
some shires now acknowledge as drought.

On behalf of the Ministry, 1 want to
thank some of the back-bench members
with practical farming experience for the
down-to-earth and positive comments
they have made. They have debunked
and disposed of the amendment, but I wish
to refer to the second part. It states—

We regret also to inform Your Ex-
cellency that the action of the Gov-
ernment in declining to inform Parlia-
ment of its proposals and in preferr-
ing to make its statements outside,
is an affront to Parllament and
calculated to reduce its prestige.

The circumstances are simply these: The
Government had arrived at certain con-
clusions all of which are very clearly set
out in the statement subsequently made.
Quite frankly, we have been more con-
cerned about finding a practical solution
for farmers than we have with a bit of
publicity. So it was necessary for certain
consultations to take place with those who
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could assist in the situation, rather than
make a premature statement which could
have completely prejudiced representations
being made, particularly in respect of
wheat.

If members will reflect on the posttion
in this Chamber on the day in question,
they will recall some of the Ministry sat
here, but other Ministers were absent the
whole of the time, not only before, but
also after the evening mesl. The reason for
this was that they were, at the top level,
endeavouring to make contact with those
who were best informed as to the correct
procedures to follow to achieve a particu-
lar result.

Had the Government been interested in
publeity or forestalling the Opposition, it
would have made the statement after the
Cabinet meeting on the Monday evening,
or at least the Premier would have sought
an early opportunity to make a statement
to Parliament because in no other place
would he have got more publicity for the
Government and a quicker statement of
the position than in this Chamber. How-
ever, he was in a position that he could
not make a statement then if he wanted
to achieve on behalf of the State and the
farmers the best practical result. So, in
all good faith, and with all sincerity of
purpose, he had to refuse to answer the
aquestion asked by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition.

If members reflect further, they will ap-
preciate that we would have wanted, in
the interests of the peace of mind of
farmers ahd in the interests of the Gov-
ernment—if we looked at it from a selfish
point of view—to get this announcement
out in the afternoon so it could be in-
cluded in the 7 o'clock news, in the country
edition of The West Australian, and in the
later edition as well. Because of the
desire to achieve the maximum practical
result by consultation with the people who
could best help, it was necessary to with-
hold a statement and I do not think it
was issued until about 9.45 pm. or scme
similar time,

Those are the simple facts and it does
not matter what construction the Opposi-
tion seeks to put on them. The Govern-
ment, in endeavouring to achieve the
greatest practical result—and without
having an eye to publicity—had to with-
hold this statement until the necessary
consultations could be made. The state-
ment was issued, for all practical purposes,
in the form the Government had previ-
ously decided, but until these consultations
had taken place, it was in the interests of
the State, and particularly in the interests
of the farmers, that the statement be
withheld.

I make this explanation in fairness to
the Premier, in fairness to the Deputy
Premier, and in fairness to the Govern-
ment, because there was ho affront in-
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tended by the Premier. From the Govern-
ment’s point of view, he had everything
to gain by making the statement in the
House or answering the question asked by
the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Graham: If the Government were
more fair to the Oppesition, it would save
the time of Parllament.

Mr. COURT: In speaking of the Premier,
I know of no other man with whom I have
ever worked who tries to be so fair to
both parties. There are times—and this
was one—when he has to decide whether
ta go for the publicity or whether he
should endeavour to achieve the greatest
result. That was the situation on this
day and he and the Deputy Premier, by
arrangement with the rest of the front
beneh, eontinued to work throughout that
afternoen and evening to try to bring
ahout the best possible result, which cul-
minated in the statement.

Mr. Graham: You have been there too
long. You must recognise that this side
of the House is part of the Parliament.
You do not do that.

Mr., COURT: I would not accept that
criticism in respect of the Premier.

Mr. Graham: The Government as a
whole.

Mr. COURT: I want to say that during
my comparatively short political career,
no-one in the Ministery has been as fair,
not only to his own people, but to the
Opposition also, as has been our Premier.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont) {10.38 p.m.]1:
I felt I must rise in support of this amend-
ment even if only to point out a few facts
to the Minister for Industrial Development.
Perhaps this amendment would never have
come forward had it not been for the indis-
cretions of both the Deputy Premier and
the Premier.

Dealing with the Premier first, the night
he was asked about making a statement
you will recall, Mr. Speaker, that he turned
to you and mumbled in almost inaudible
tones something ahout what would be tak-
ing place. It was hard for us on this side
of the House to hear what he was saying,
but I think mention was made of this by
the member for Victoria Park when he
moved his amendment. Had the Premier
clearly indicated to the House that further
negotiations were taking place and that
further time was needed, there would have
been no argument in regard to that part
of the amendment. However, he did not
state clearly what he intended doing. In-
stead, he spoke inaudibly. I do not know
what caused him to do this. No-one seem-
ed to have a clear indication as to what
was eoing on except that he would make
a statement at a later time.

I chided him on this matter in the
general Address-in-Reply debate; and after
hearing this debate, I wonder whether
members on the other side of the House
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protest too much. This is the eleventh
session of the present Government and on
nearly every occasion there has been some
form of censure motion but never has one
brought five of the Ministers to their feet,
as well as a galaxy of talent from the
back benches,

They must be worried about something.
If it was so insignificant as the member
for Darling Range said, they would not be
worrying about it at all. Something has
prickled their skin to cause them to start
to worry. I would think that what has
prickled their skin was the indiscretion of
the Deputy Premier when in the first in-
stance he made a rather unfortunate in-
terjection. I am sure he could have bitten
off his tongue afterwards. I happened to
be looking at the Country Party members
and saw some of them put their hands to
their faces quickly as much as to say,
‘“What is he (roing to say next?”

Mr, Court: He said there was a differ-
ence between “drought” and “distress”.

Mr. JAMIESON: He did not. :
Mr. Court: He did, and he had very good
reasons.

Mr. JAMIESON: I do not know why we
produce Hansard because—

Mr. Court: It has been explained a dozen
times tonight why there was a difference
at that particular time.

Mr. JAMIESON: The Minister, after all,
is the Minister for Agriculture, and not
the Minister for Industrial Development.

Mr. Court: I know.

Mr. JAMIESON: Every time the Premier
was contacted while he was overseas—and
this is at least to his credit—he asked how
the situation was. On the other hand
there seemed to be disregard on the part
of the Minister. His whole attitude indi-
cated he was perturbed, upset, and an-
noyed that anyone would suggest there
were conditions in this State in any way
resembling drought conditions,

Mr. Court: You do him an injustice,
because he was the one keeping the
Premier informed, which is further proof
of his interest.

Mr. JAMIESON: I am not doing him an
injustice, because he uttered words he
should never have uttered. There is no
doubt about that.

Mr. Graham: He accused the Leader
of the Opposition of trying to panic a
situation.

Mr. JAMIESON: The Minister said—
You are trying to panic a situation.
What areas of the State are suffering
from drought conditions? Name them,
please.
I am sure that if the same situation de-
veloped, he would never say that again.
It was that unfortunate interjection which
provoked this particular amendment.

[ABSEMBELY.]

Mr. Rushton: He was looking for con-
structive criticism.

Mr. JAMIESON: He would not get it
from the member for Dale!

Mr. Rushton: Nor from the members of
that side of the House; that's for sure!

Mr. Court: It is interesting that, to the
best of my knowledge, the Leader of the
Spposition did not name any areas that

ay.

Mr. JAMIESON: Maybe he did not, but
within a few days of that speech the news-
papers were featuring the areas which had
been subjected to drought, or parched
conditions, or whatever one likes to call
it. It all amounts to lack of natural rain-
fall; and, as a conseqguence, those in the
areas affected were suffering a hardship.

The Minister relied on obtaining in-
formation from local authorities and, as
has been said in c¢ross-chat in the Chamber
tonight, they were not a very reliable
source. I maintain that the Minister, with
the help of his advisers, should have had
a better knowledge of the situation. Agri-
cultural people are constantly on the move
throughout the length and the breadth of
the farming districts and they surely
should have heen in the position to give
correct advice even if the local shires were
not supplying it.

I do not know the President of the Nar-
rogin Shire. He is probably a businessman
in Narrogin and would therefore not like
t0 indicate that his shire was suffering
drought conditions, beecause if he did so
this would be a bad sign and people might
be more inclined to be careful about giv-
ing credit or advancing loans to farmers
or what-have-you. However, that is be-
side the point.

The point, which is a very flrm one, is
that the Government through its dis-
closures apnd Press statements—despite
what the Minister for Railways read out—
failed to acknowledge that the situation
was as bad as it was, when it was, Now
the Government has been pricked by the
Opposition through this amendment and,
of course, it does not like it.

The Deputy Premier chided the member
for Victoria Park over his lack of reasons.
He said he gave no information. This is
not quite correct, because he gave about
half a page of reasons. However all mem-
bers would realise, because they are not
naive, that no matter who is in Opposi-
tion, when a censure motion is moved—
and an amendment to the Address-in-
Reply is tantamount to a censure motion
of the Government—it is not moved by
one member without the co-operation of
his colleagues. If it were, the mover would
not get very far with it and would be left
holding the bag.

Consequently the Opposition knew what
was being moved, irrespective of whether
copies of the amendment were taken from
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the drawer of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion or the drawer of the member for Vie-
toria Park. The simple fact is that it was
a motion which the Opposition agreed
should be moved for the purpose of in-
dicating its displeasure concerning the
Government. It felt there was a necessity
to draw public attention to two features,
the first being the apparent inability of
the Minister {0 appreciate that conditions
were as bad as they were, and the second
being the Premier’s inability to make a
disclosure to the Chamber af the time,
and his reasons for not being able to do
50.

I feel the amendment is quite justified.
I am not going to argue the pros and cons.
I am not a practical farmer. We have
on this earth only one life to live, and I
am not a practical farmer any more than
farmers are practical carpenters. We fol-
low our own bparticular bent, and know
more about it than a person in anather
line. However, that does not mean to say
we should not adopt a common sense ap-
proach when a drought or any other
calamity occurs in Western Australia.

We are quite justified in taking up the
cudgels on hehalf of those we think deserve
a hetter go from the Government. Having
done so, though, I am sure we will not
benefit any more at the polls in the coun-
try than we have ever done in the past.
We do not expect any better treatment
in that regard. However, I would like to
point out something for the benefit of the
new members who support the Govern-
ment. Do those members know what their
job would be if they were in Opposition?
Indeed, I believe they would be com-
pletely lost in such a position. The
Opposition’s job is to chide the Govern-
ment and draw attention to its failings.
On this occasion the member for Victoria
Park endeavoured to do this on these two
issues, and I support his amendment.

Mr. Graham: The member for Victoria
Park did it very suecessfully, too!

MR. MITCHELL (Stirling) [10.48 pm.]:
I feel this debate has dragged on too long.

Mr. Jamieson: There is a cure for that.
you know!

Mr. Graham: Sit down and shut up!

Mr. MITCHELL: However, this indi-
cates the importance of the matter and
I, too, would like to make a few comments.
The member for Beeloo chided those—

Mr. Jamieson: What member?

Mr. MITCHELL: The member for Bel-
mont chided the Ministers bhecause so
many of them spoke on this matter.

Mr. Jamieson: They have also had fair
support, you know, I gave credit to the
hack-benchers too.

Mr. MITCHELL: The point is that since
I have been in this House, I do not think
that any matter has exercised the mind
of the Government, and the minds of the
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Ministers, so much as has the present
situation. However, 1 do take exception
to the timing of this amendment. Mem-
bers of the Opposition are not so naive
as not to know that on the two days pre-
ceding the day on which the amendment
was maved all the Ministers were oceupied
in serious consultation on matters of
some importance. No-one can tell me
that members of the Opposition did not
know what those matters of importance
were.

The mere fact that the Minister for
Agriculture and the Minister for Trans-
port were away at the time when the mem-
ber for Victoria Park chose toc move his
amendment would have indicated to the
Opposition that something was about to
take piace, so they had to get on the band-
wagon and make a statement bhefore the
action took place.

The Premier, of course, was forced to be
the first speaker because his chief Minister,
who would have replied to the amendment,
was away doing the practical work of
studying the effects of the drought on the
site.

Mr. Jamieson: He was not forced to
answer; he could have adjourned.

Mr. MITCHELL: We have to appreciate
the comuimnents of the Opposition because
they do show that the members are at
least aware of the serious problem which
can arise in a State if the farming com-
munity is not in a healthy position.

Most members on this side of the House
drew attention, in their Address-in-Reply
speeches, to the serious position facing the
State because of the drought. My own
particular area was one of the first parts
of the State to be affected by the early
dry season. Soon after my return from
overseas my attention was drawn to this
problem. On the 17th July, I met a num-
ber of members of the farming commaunity
who were affected and I drew the attention
cof the Government to the problem which
existed on the south coast. The member
for Roe alsc mentioned earlier that he had
conferences with the farmers and the
Government knew from that that a prob-
lem did exist. The Government was taking
active steps to alleviate the poesition.

It is not necessary for me to go into atl
the ramifications, but the Government has
been taking steps ever since early in July.
As pointed out by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development, a decision was about to
be reached when, unfortunately, for some
political gain the Opposition decided to
jump on the bandwagon. The Opposition
saw the opportunity while the Minister was
away examining the position.

Mr. Jamieson: Can you explain the
political gain?

Mr. MITCHELL: The Opposition hoped
for political gain,

Mr. O'Neil: It missed out badly.
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Mr. MITCHELL: The debate has been
very successful because it has drawn the
attention of members to the serious con-
cern of the farmers. If members look at
page 92 of Haonsard for 1966 they will see
that we on this side of the House have a
very serious appreciation of the situation
thet cen exist. When speaking to the
Address-in-Reply in that year, I made the
following comments:—

I issue a word of warning to those
in the stock industry; They should
remember that successive good seasons
are often followed by one or two bad
ones. Therefore it behoves them to
take particular care of their position.

I went on to say that all farmers should,
at least, make provision for one year's
supply of feed and water irrespective of
previous seasons. I think that shows to
members on the opposite side of the House
that we are constantly aware of the situ-
aticn which can and does exist when
drought conditions affect farmers.

We are taking all possible steps to allevi-
ate the position at the present time. We on
this side of the House are grateful for the
support given hy the Opposition and I want
to remind those members again that it
would have been far better had they moved
this amendment earlier during the debate
on the Address-in-Reply and not 10 min-
utes or an hour or two before the decision
was to be made.

Mr. Jamieson: At that stage the Premier
had refused to make a statement.

Mr, MITCHELL: I do not know what
political gain Opposition members thought
they would derive but, unfortunately for
them, it did not eventuate. I oppose the
amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes—19
Mr. Bateman Mr. Jamleson
Mr. Bertram Mr. Jones
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Laphamn
Mr. Brady Mr. Mclver
Mr. Burke Mr. Moir
Mr. H. D. Evena Mr. Norton
Mr. T. D. Evans Mr. Taylor
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Toms
Mr. Graham Mr. Davies (Teiler)
Mr. Harman eller,
Noes—23
Mr. Bovell Mr. Mensaros
Mr, Cash Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Court Mr. O'Connor
Mr, Cralg Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Bunn Mr. Ridge
Mr. Gayfer Mr. Runciman
Mr. Grayden Mr. Rushton
Dr. Henn Mr. Stewart
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. Willams
Mr. Kitney Mr. Young
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr. I. W. Mannin
Mr. McPharlin (Teller}
Palrs

Ayes Noes
Mr. Hall Mr. Buri
Mr, Tonkin Sir David Brand [
Mr. May Mr. Nalder
Mr. Sewell Mr. Lewis

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Bickerton.

fHouse adjourned at 10.59 p.m,

D ———————
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[COUNCIL.]

Leginlative Gmmnril

Thursday, the 28th August, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon, L. C, Diver)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m. and read
prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

WOOL EXPORTERS ROYAL
COMMISSION

Position of Commercial Banking
Company of Sydney Lid.

The Hon. J. M, THOMSON asked the
President:

Following the question without
notice I asked of the Minister for
Justice yesterday afterncon, I
notice that it is nhot piaced on
today’'s notice paper. You may
recall, Sir, that the Minister asked
me to put the question on the
notice paper, and pointed out that
he regarded some portions of it
as being inadmissible.

I now ask: Are you able to indi-
cate whether parts (1) to (6) of
my question are admissible?

The PRESIDENT replied:

I girect the attention of the hon-
ourable member to the notice
paper on which the honourable
member’s question is set out in an
amended form for reply next
Tuesday. On examination 1
found that parts (3) and (4) of
his original question were inad-
missible, and these have been
deleted.

QUESTIONS (3): ON NOTICE
1. WATER SUPPLIES

Survey for Rock Catchments

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:

{1) Has there been a complete survey
of rock masses in the agricultural
areas of Waestern Australia to
ascertain the possibility of suit-
able rock catchments for the con-
servation of water?

(2) How many are in use at present,
and where are they situated?

The Hon, A. FF. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) The majority of rocks with a
catchment potential for water
supply purposes have been sur-
veyed,



